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Worksheet 1.2—Contestation and Contestability

Gallipoli and the invasion of Turkey
The attack on the Gallipoli Peninsula in 1915 was one of the first involvements of Australian troops in World War I battles. It is often viewed as the time Australia ‘came of age’. The attack involved not only Australians but also New Zealanders, English and other British Empire troops, and the French. The French and the British were to lose at least three times as many men than were the Australians or the New Zealanders.
The invasion was an invasion by the allies of Turkey, in the hope that Turkey could be knocked out of the war. It followed several unsuccessful attempts to launch naval attacks on Turkey by attempting to force ships through the Dardanelles which were both heavily mined and well protected by artillery positions. Submarine activity by an Australian submarine had been successful in going through the Dardanelles but the submarine involved, the AE II, had subsequently been scuttled by its Australian crew.

The attack was launched on 25 April at ANZAC Cove and Cape Helles. This was followed by a landing in Suvla Bay on 7 August, which was almost immediately bogged down because of the rough terrain and the fierce opposition of the Turkish troops. Only a New Zealand regiment got close to the initial targets in the early stages of the attack. For a brief time they were able to look down from the heights into the Dardanelles and the Narrows, but they were quickly beaten back from this position. Other troops, from all the Allied forces, were either pushed back or were unable to achieve their objectives. They were caught in open, dangerous positions where they were forced to dig in to what was described by the German who commanded the Turkish land forces, General Otto Liman von Sanders, as a ‘waste landscape’.

A bitter ‘bogged down’ trench warfare then existed in which the ANZACs proved themselves and gained a reputation as fighters. Gallipoli became the standard against which other Australian battles were measured.

Gallipoli has become an important part of Australian history, yet the battle here was not as costly in lives as future engagements. Good leadership, on the whole, meant that loses were as low as possible except for notable battles such as that at the Knek. Future battles involving ANZAC troops at Fromelles or Pozieres saw28 000 men lost in just one battle. This number of men accounts for ANZAC losses over full eight months at Gallipoli. While Gallipoli was not a victory—the Turks drove the invaders from their land after an eight-month period—ANZAC troops could proudly claim that they had not been beaten. 

1
What does ANZAC stand for? 
2
Why do you think the Gallipoli campaign has rated the prominence it has in Australia as opposed to the other countries that were involved, considering that it was not successful, nor was it our most costly battle in terms of human life?

3
If you are able view the documentary Gallipoli by Tolga Ornek you will see a film that looks at this campaign from more than one ‘voice’ or ‘view’. List at least five things that seem to differ from the style or type of history that you have heard or studied about Gallipoli before. Explain why these differences occur.

4
Look at the map of the Gallipoli Peninsula on page 19. One of the arguments about failure at Gallipoli is based on the thought that the Australian troops were landed in the incorrect area. Based on the map on page 19 of the textbook, do you believe that if the landing had occurred closer to Gaba Tepe (located at the point below Anzac Cove where the slope was less steep) the result might have been different? Provide clear and logical arguments for your views. (Remember that the landings at Cape Helles on the same day were also unsuccessful).
5
In recent years, thousands of young Australians have traveled to Turkey to be at Gallipoli on ANZAC Day. Why do you think that Gallipoli has become of so much interest for younger Australians?

6
What lessons and skills do you believe the ANZACS learned in their attack on Gallipoli that might have helped them on the Western Front?
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