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Worksheet 3.2—Australian forces in World War II
The Australian military forces were involved in a number of actions and campaigns in World War II. Your task is to search information about these actions and campaigns and then to create a map that reflects your research. (A blank world map is on the last page of this worksheet.) You will need to use a different colour and symbol for each of the following groups:


The Royal Australian Navy


The Australian Military Forces


The Royal Australian Air Force


The Merchant Navy

Decide on a symbol and colour for each of the groups above and then enter material or information on the map showing where the group was involved during World War II. (if possible included the year/years). You will find an excellent starting point or source of material for this at http://www.ww2roll.gov.au/doc/overview.asp .

This could give you most of the information that you require. More detailed information about particular ships, units or groups can be located at www.awm.gov.au 

 f your school has it there is a map called Australians Remembered Map, produced by Hema Maps which shows all Australian Military involvement up to its time of production. This map is still available for purchase if your school does not hold it. Your teacher may be able to get it in for you.

After you have created the map answer the following questions. You might like to create the map as a class group, placing a large blank map on a notice board in the class and dividing the task amongst the class so that each group is researching and entering information about just one of the different Service groups.

1
In your own words, explain how involved Australia was in World War II and the different experiences of each of the Services.

2
What is the difference between a ‘reservist’, the Permanent Military Force and the Citizen Military Force?

3
In what way was the involvement of the Citizen Military Force in the Australian Imperial Forces during World War II different from the structure of the military forces during World War I?

4
The Merchant Marine is often forgotten about as a ‘Service’ group as they were not members of the military. How significant or important was their service during World War II?

5
How did the enlistment of women into the military forces alter or increase the ability of Australia to be involved in the war effort? 

6
Explain the significance of Australia to the war effort; in Europe and in the Pacific.
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