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Worksheet 4.1 — Historical Significance
The rise of the USA
The end of World War II saw the United States of America assume a position as a major world power. It had been involved in the war for a lengthier period of time than it had in World War I, and its naval base at Pearl Harbour had been attacked severely. However, the USA had not suffered the same damage as countries such as Great Britain, France and Russia, which had been either continually attacked or occupied for a large part of the war. US industry had, in fact, boomed through the construction of military goods and the sale of them to other members of the Allied forces.
It had been thought that the United States would assume a major role in the world at the end of World War I. Although its president, Woodrow Wilson, had played a vital role in the Versailles Peace Treaty and in the establishment of the League of Nations, the USA retreated to its previous ‘isolationist’ position.
As a key element in the defeat of both Germany and, particularly, Japan, at the end of World War II, the United States could not remain in the background. Its troops were acting as occupation forces in both countries: in Germany to maintain a strong position against Russia and in Japan to ensure that would be no resurgence of militarism. The United States encouraged a policy of developing and expanding the economies of the occupied nations rather than of punishing them economically, in a direct reversal of what had happened at the end of World War I. In doing so, the United States tied the Japanese economy to its own and ensured that the European economy would develop to counter any attempts by the Eastern sector to try to control or dominate.
The United States, in helping to establish the United Nations, stressed the need for a Security Council to have power over all other member nations, and to give members of the Council the power to veto any UN motions. It established itself, Great Britain, France, nationalist China (the non-communist government in Taiwan) and Russia as permanent members of this Security Council. By ensuring its place in the Council, the USA affirmed its role as a world power. While many nations, including Australia, had been concerned about this aspect of the Security Council, the Council ensured that the UN would or could not pass motions against the views or wishes of the five major powers.
The US position developed even further as the Cold War between east and west grew. It was viewed as the power behind organisations such as NATO (the North Atlantic Treaty Organization) and lesser treaty groups in the Asia-Pacific area such as ANZUS (Australia, New Zealand and the United States) and SEATO (South East Asian Treaty Organisation).

1
In your own words, explain why the United States became a world power at the end of World War II when at the end of the previous war it had retreated to a policy of ‘isolationism’.

2
Suggest why the United States adopted the policy of rebuilding the economies of Germany and Japan rather than imposing punishment on these two nations at the end of the war.

3
Name two types of the Treaties that tied the Unites States to greater involvement in the Asia Pacific.
4
Explain why you believe the United States stressed the need for the permanent members of the Security Council of the United Nations to have a power of veto.
5
Why would the United States have agreed to include Russia in the Security Council and in this ‘veto’ group. 

6
Explain how the Cold War caused the continued involvement of the USA in Europe and in the Asia-Pacific region.
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