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Worksheet 4.2—Continuity and Change

The Berlin Wall

The Berlin Wall was a concrete and material symbol of division between the communist and democratic ideologies. It not only divided the city of Berlin but epitomized the block between the two ‘sides’ or ideologies. The divided city was an island in communist-controlled East Germany. Its division was like that of Europe, east and west. The Wall started with the closing of the border between the eastern and western parts of the city, and then the creation of barriers on 13 and 14 August 1961.

Look at the illustration on pages 120 and 121 of the textbook to see an artist’s representation of the history of this wall. The illustration serves as a kind of ‘time line’ of the Wall, with earlier events on the left side, and more recent events on the right. The Wall reflected the divide and the turmoil that it created not just for the Berliners but also for the world. This division was reflected in the Cold War between the ideologies through espionage, an arms race and several smaller regional wars.

In 2009, the world celebrated the 20th anniversary of the Wall’s demolition and the end of the division of the world into two armed camps that opposed each other. The fall of the Wall began in November 1989; by 22 December that year, the opening of the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin saw the end of the Cold War as we had known it. However, although the wall had gone there was still division in the world. 

Just before the collapse of communism in the USSR and the subsequent ‘collapse’ of the Wall, Barry Jones, an Australian politician, spoke to a group of history teachers in Victoria. An intelligent and forward looking person, Jones talked about his view of what was happening in the world and the effect that those events would have. The topic of his talk was ‘The Death of History’. This was a dangerous topic to talk to history teachers about, but he went on to explain that the ‘war’ of ideologies was about to end and that he believed a new ‘war’ of religions was about to emerge and that thus history as we knew it was about to change. Some weeks later the Berlin Wall was destroyed and the moves to reunite Germany as a nation began. Since then antagonism, fanaticism and fear has seen the emergence of the terrorism which is seen as having a religious basis.

1
When was the Berlin Wall created?

2
It has been suggested that the Wall was a symbol of the division between east and west. What did this mean?

3
In what ways could the new division between groups of Islamic countries and old Christian countries be seen as being similar to the division of the world during the Cold War?
4
In what ways did the ideologies ‘fight’ the Cold War?

5
In what ways have new disputes arisen between nations that are not ideological but see difficulties arising on issues such as religion or the lack of tolerance of difference?
6
Explain how the ‘fall’ of the Berlin Wall was symbolic of the end of the Cold War. 
7
Explain what you think it might have been like to live in the divided city in the 1960s. Do you believe that Berliners at that time would have predicted the Wall coming down? Why or why not?
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