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Worksheet 5.1—Problem solving

Immigration
While you are completing this exercise you will find excellent information about the history and policy of immigration to Australia at the Department of Immigration and Citizenship website. It can be found at http://www.immi.gov.au/media/fact-sheets. 

It cannot be argued that immigration has yet again become a major issue in Australia. But many who argue about immigration and illegal immigration know little about its history or effect on Australia. In this exercise, you will be given some statistic information and a brief outline of the history of Australian immigration. You should carry out further research so that you can make decision or develop views based on facts.
It could be argued that the first European settlers were emigrants from Britain, brought to Australia against their wishes to establish the colony. Since that time, Australia has continually used immigration to solve social or economic problems that it has faced. Over 160 000 convicts were sent to Australia and since the 1790s many free immigrants arrived as well, often to escape economic or political hardship.

At many times, the Australian colonies (and later the Australian government) supported or sponsored immigration. Initially, immigrants were from Great Britain, then from areas such as the United States, the Netherland, Norway, France, Belgium and Denmark. Interestingly, considering the White Australia Policy, labourers were encouraged from Melanesia to work in the cane industry, from Japan to develop the pearl industry and from the Middle East to help open the interior of Australia.
Immigration was important for both the post-war periods and from the 1970s onwards. It helped Australia’s population grow after the effects of the post-war baby boom dropped off and Australia’s natural population growth stalled. In 2008–2009, 171 000 people were granted visas to immigrate under the Skill and Family Dreams; a further 670 000 temporary visa were granted for specific work, or for sport, study or holiday purposes; and 13 507 humanitarian entry visa were granted to refugees.
Immigration has had a profound effect on Australia. It has affected the economy by boosting demand, expanding business and supplying labour, skills and capital. Contributions by immigrants have seen Australian industry become more diverse and technology grow. Over the past 100 years, it has contributed two-thirds of the population increase but not always at a consistent rate. In 1993 it accounted for 23.1 per cent, but in 2008 it contributed 59.5 per cent to the increase.
There have been arguments raised in the past that such levels of immigration have been at great cost to Australia. Overall, however, it has been that immigrants contribute more in taxes. This means they generate surpluses for the government. Australia’s economic growth has been enhanced through the provision of skilled labour and their creation of new and diverse businesses and industry.

Illegal immigrants
Much has been made of the ‘boat’ people who are viewed as illegal immigrants. However, few Australians are aware of the large numbers of foreign nationals who enter Australia as tourists or as visitors who remain in Australia illegally. In June 2009 it was estimated that 48 700 such people were working in Australia but only 990 were located, working in areas such as construction, agriculture and the catering industries.
Such groups as the above well outnumber the boat people who are given high media attention. Australia’s numbers of such people are similar to other countries and are a result of refugees being forced from their own lands or countries. Italy, for example, in 2008 received 36 000 arrivals while Australia’s numbers were 1700. Australia is not alone in not knowing how to help such refugees. Policies regarding holding camps and ‘correct’ application processes (such as using the UNHCR) can only be applied in countries where such offices exist; this is not usually the case in the countries from which many refugees are escaping. Refugee camps in many cases are as unsafe as the country from which people are attempting to leave. Because many countries that lie between the ‘source’ country and Australia are not signatories to the Refugee Convention, Australian soil is the first place where protection can be legally sought.

In an attempt to resolve the boat people issue, Australia issued Temporary Protection Visas, an idea first suggested by Pauline Hansen. This visa did not allow for family reunions, assisted settlement or permanent protection, causing greater distress rather than solving problems for the visa holders. The abolition of this style of visa did not suddenly increase the number of ‘illegal’ immigrants to Australia. For example, after its introduction in 1999, 48 per cent more boat people arrived by 2001. It was not an answer and its removal has not caused a sudden increase in refugee numbers; such arrivals are usually the result of increased risk or danger in the ‘source’ nations such as, at present, parts of the Middle East and Afghanistan.
1
In your own words explain the advantages or benefits that have come to Australia through the use of immigration.

2
Suggest why debate and controversy has arisen around the issue of immigration in the past and at present.

3
Name two types of visa that can be sought by people wishing to travel to Australia.

4
Name two periods when Australia actively sought immigrants and the reasons why they were welcomed.

5
Why do some people try to enter Australia as ‘boat people’ rather than working through normal immigration channels? 

6
What effect has migration had on Australia’s population in the last century? Why was this growth in population important for Australia?
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