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U N I T  1 1 A :  P U N C T U A T I N G  S E N T E N C E S

        Punctuation marks give structure and meaning to your writing and allow readers to understand it. 

You are probably familiar with the following punctuation marks.  

  A  full stop  (  .  ) is used at the end of a sentence.  

Y o u r  T u r n  1 1 . 1

   Punctuate each sentence with either a full stop, a question mark or an exclamation mark.  

1    Can you tell me where the nearest police station is     

2    There will always be next year    

3      You’ve won a brand new car    

4    The majority of the children were bored    

   I’m going to the shopping centre after school.   

  A  comma  (  ,  ) indicates a pause or a break in a sentence. It is also used when a new idea is 

introduced in a sentence.  

   ‘I’ll see you at eight o’clock tonight,’ said Ellen   

   My sister, who has just bought a car, is going to pick me up later.   

  A comma can introduce speech and show direct speech in a sentence.  

  Commas are also used to separate items in a list  .

   We will need to stop at the supermarket, the library and the petrol station.   

  Without commas, sentences are unclear and confusing.   Imagine these sentences without 

commas!

  A  question mark  (  ?  ) is used to end a sentence when a question is being asked.  

   Would you like to see a movie?   

Let’s eat, Grandma! I love cooking, my family and pets.

  An  exclamation mark  ( !  ) is used at the end of a sentence to add emphasis and express a 

strong emotion.  

   Sounds great! I’d love to!    
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5      Is there a chance of rain    

6      My cousin Jasper lives down that road    

7    That’s disgusting    

8      How long have you been collecting footy cards       

Y o u r  T u r n    1 1 . 2  

  These sentences are confusing! Insert commas so that each sentence makes sense.   

1    In the afternoon after the rain stopped we went outside.   

2    We will need some pasta tomatoes minced beef garlic and an onion to make spaghetti 
bolognese.   

3    While most of the students were pretty happy to watch the film Murray would have preferred 
to work on his assignment.   

4      Samira asked ‘When will you get home?’   

5     The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe  is a really enjoyable book.      

Y o u r  T u r n    1 1 . 3  

  Punctuate this passage by adding punctuation marks as needed. Make sure you use a capital 
letter to begin each sentence.   

my suitcase was packed and I was ready for the trip ‘do you have everything you need’ asked 

my mother ‘yes I have T-shirts shorts a towel swimmers and goggles’ I replied she looked 

quizzically at me ‘are you planning to sleep at all do you think you might need some pyjamas’ 

‘ha’ I exclaimed ‘sleep is for the weak’
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U N I T  1 1 B :  P U N C T U A T I N G  S E N T E N C E S

Y o u R  T u r n    1 1 . 4  

  Comprehension   

1    What has Gollum lost?  

 

2       Describe Gollum’s emotional response to this loss. How is he feeling?  

   

3    What does Bilbo want from Gollum?  

 

4    What is Bilbo’s opinion of the object that Gollum has lost?  

     The Hobbit 
JRR Tolkien  

  Suddenly he heard a screech. It sent a shiver down his back. Gollum was cursing and wailing away 

in the gloom, not very far off  by the sound of it. He was on his island, scrabbling here and there, 

searching and seeking in vain.  

  ‘Where is it? Where iss it?’ Bilbo heard him crying. ‘Losst it is, my precious, lost, lost! Curse and 

crush us, my precious is lost!’  

  ‘What’s the matter?’ Bilbo called. ‘What have you lost?’  

  ‘It mustn’t ask us,’ shrieked Gollum. ‘Not its business, no, gollum! It’s losst, gollum, gollum, 

gollum.’  

  ‘Well so am I,’ cried Bilbo, ‘and I want to get unlost. And I won the game, and you promised. So 

come along! Come and let me out, and then go on with your looking!’  

  Utterly miserable as Gollum sounded, Bilbo could not fi nd much pity in his heart, and he had a 

feeling that anything Gollum wanted so much could hardly be something good.  

 (Unwin Books, 1974, pp. 75–6)   
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    Context   

1      Identify all of the punctuation marks in the extract.   

2    What is the main thing you notice about the punctuation in the conversation between Gollum 
and Bilbo? Which punctuation marks are used the most frequently in their dialogue?  

 

  

3    What is the effect of the exclamation marks used in the extract?  

 

4      Write a paragraph about a time you have lost a possession that was precious to you. Be 
careful to use punctuation correctly.  

  

u p s k i l l  m o d u l e
U n i t s  1 1 / 1 2
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