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2 | Phonics in the Classroom

A dynamic whole-school 
literacy program based 
around synthetic phonics
Read Write Inc. was developed by Ruth 
Miskin and provides a whole-school 
approach to teaching literacy. It has 
been designed to create fluent readers, 
confident speakers and willing writers.

Read Write Inc. is:

• a comprehensive, robust, curriculum-
aligned literacy program

• a ‘phonics first and fast’ approach, with 
all aspects of  literacy connecting

• a program where every teacher is 
trained and confident to teach every 
child

• implemented as a whole-school, 
consistent, systematic approach.

An introduction to Read Write Inc.

Synthetic phonics
Children are explicitly taught 
sound–letter correspondences 
and, as soon as a few have been 
taught, children are then taught 
to ‘synthesise’ or ‘blend’ known 
sounds to read words. Each 
phoneme in every position is 
important. Children are never 
asked to ‘guess’ a word. At the 
same time, children are taught 
to segment words into their 
constituent phonemes to spell 
and understand that blending 
and segmenting are reversible 
processes.

Read Write Inc. Training
Accredited Ruth Miskin Training 
for Read Write Inc. is available to 
support your staff  with the full 
implementation of  the program. 
The training is matched to the 
needs and requirements of  your 
school and is delivered by an 
outstanding trainer who will show 
you how to teach effectively and 
confidently using Read Write Inc. 
Phonics.  
 
For more information about 
training options, please email  
rwinc.au@oup.com



What does Read Write Inc. Phonics look 
like in the classroom?

1 ASSESS AND IDENTIFY FIRST PHONICS

LEVELLED PROGRESSION 
AND INTERVENTION

FIRST WORDSDEVELOP READING 
AND WRITING

CONSOLIDATE  
READING

Ongoing assessment means 
that any struggling students 
are identified the moment 
they fall behind and, if  
necessary, given intensive 
one-to-one tutoring to 
catch up quickly. Groups 
are adjusted regularly so 
all students make the best 
progress.

Students take home 
readers matched to 
the texts used in class. 
This reinforces their 
learning of  phonics 
at the appropriate 
level and helps them 
to make even faster 
reading progress. 

Students read a series of  levelled, decodable 
fiction and non-fiction texts and complete 
integrated writing activities, including spelling 
and handwriting practice.

Students learn to blend sounds to read words. Then they 
use short ‘ditties’ to practise early reading and writing, 
before being taught more letter–sound correspondences.

Students are assessed 
and grouped according 

to their phonic 
knowledge. Each 

student is then taught 
at the level of  their 

phonic knowledge to 
ensure quick progress.

The 44 sounds and 
corresponding letters are 
introduced and taught 
systematically.
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The Read Write Inc. Phonics series contains:

•  detailed and easy-to-follow handbooks for implementation, assessment and tracking 
progress, and lesson plans for phonics, reading, writing, spelling and grammar                                    

• 100 lively, fully decodable storybooks and 35 non-fiction titles                                    

• matched writing books to develop writing from simple sentences to extensive texts                                    

•  sounds cards, friezes, posters, magnetic sounds cards and word cards to support teaching                                    

• online resources.

Resources overview

Picture Sounds cards

Simple Speed Sounds poster

Complex Speed Sounds 
poster

Desktop Speed Sounds  
chart

Phonic Green  
word cards

Phonic Red  
word cards

Magnetic Sounds  
card sets 1 & 2

Fred the Frog

Teaching sounds and 
words
•  Speed Sounds posters support the teaching of  

sounds and graphemes and provide a quick review 
of  letter–sound correspondences.

• Speed Sounds Cards introduce the 44 sounds and 
corresponding graphemes to enable students to 
decode words easily.

• Green and Red Word Cards help students gain 
fluency when reading the words independently.

Speed Sounds cards



Handbooks 1 & 2
Handbook 1 contains everything you 
need to teach the Red to Orange lessons. 
Handbook 2 contains everything for the 
Yellow to Grey lessons. Each handbook 
includes day-by-day lesson plans that  
integrate Speed Sounds lessons and 
comprehension, vocabulary, grammar, 
handwriting and composition lessons. 
 

Storybooks

• There are eight levels of  storybooks 
from Red Ditty books to Grey 
Storybooks. 

•  They closely match the students’ 
increasing knowledge of  phonics. 

•  Non-fiction is included at every level 
to give variety and depth. 

• All the Storybooks allow for practice 
of  known graphemes, and new 
graphemes are introduced in a 
controlled sequence. 

• Black-and-white versions of  the 
books are available for students to 
take home.

Get Writing!
Guidance is given on teaching 
vocabulary and synonyms in 
dedicated vocabulary activities. A 
six-step writing process is provided, 
from rehearsing sentences to writing 
extended compositions. 

Activities are matched to the 
reading materials at every level 
of  the program. Students practise 
transcribing and correcting 
sentences, and are taught how to 
write fiction and non-fiction texts.

Book Bag Books
Book Bag Books are a series of  75 
engaging texts that support children 
with additional reading practice 
outside the classroom.  
 
The books are uniquely matched 
to existing Read Write Inc. 
Phonics Storybooks to reinforce 
children’s learning of  phonics at the 
appropriate level, helping them to 
make even faster reading progress.

Reading Leader Handbook
The handbook provides:

•  advice on how to build a strong team of  
reading teachers

• constructive guidance for day-to-day 
coaching and monitoring

• detailed assessment, grouping and 
tracking systems to ensure students 
complete the program quickly

• one-to-one tutoring plans to ensure every 
student succeeds.

Teaching handbooks

Student resources

GREAT VALUE 
PACKS 

Our Teacher Easy Buy Pack 
includes all the necessary 

resources that you’ll need to 
successfully implement Read 

Write Inc. Phonics.  
 

Contact your local Oxford 
Education Consultant today!



 
Pages from 
Handbook 
1 for Chips, 

Storybook 7, 
Set 1, Green 

Sample pages





 
Pages from 
My dog Ned, 
Storybook 2, 
Set 1, Green 

Provide practice for children learning 
the Set 1 Sounds 



 
Pages from 
Billy the Kid, 
Storybook 9, 
Set 2, Purple 

Tricky, non-decodable words are highlighted.



 
Pages from 
Get Writing! 
for Chips, 

Storybook 7, 
Set 1, Green 





How to help your child read this book
This book gives your child extra practice in reading a story that includes sounds  
he or she has learnt at school. 

Ask your child to read the Story Green Words and Red Words below, before reading the  
story. Do not read the story to your child first. Point to the words as he or she reads.  
If your child hesitates, help him or her to sound-blend the word.

Re-read each sentence or page to keep the plot moving. Children’s attention is focused  
on reading the words and they find it hard to focus on the story at the same time.

Don’t make them struggle too much and praise them when they succeed.  
Do it all with patience and love!

Story Green Words 

Story Green Words are made up of sounds your child has already learnt.  
This book contains the following green words:

yuck  switch  

Red Words 

Red Words are harder to read because the letters represent unusual sounds.   
Ask your child to read the red words, but if he or she gets stuck on a word,  
read the word to your child. This book contains the following red words:

I  he  said  my  of

Important note
Read stories to your children that are beyond the level they can read for themselves – 
every evening. They’ll only want to become readers if they experience the joy of listening 
to a range of stories, non-fiction and poetry. Very soon, they will be able to read those 
books for themselves, as well as listen to them. 

“Yuck!” said Eric. 
“This is not my pizza! 
It has egg and nuts on it.”
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Supportive notes for parents and carers

Accessible texts, thematically linked to 
the classroom writing tasks

 
Pages from 

This is not my 
pizza! 

Storybook 9, 
Set 1, Green 



I was at his last birthday party.  
I wore my best yellow skirt.  
I looked smart.
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Retell the story 
Take turns retelling the story with your child. 

10

Each book includes comprehension 
activities such as ‘Retell the story’ and 
‘Questions to chat about’. 

Review of  sounds and Story Green 
Words from the corresponding classroom 
Storybooks

 
Pages from 

Birthday 
party? No 

thanks! 
Storybook 10, 
Set 4, Orange 



Read Write Inc. training

*When a 2-day in-school training session is booked, the school may incur travel expenses for the trainer. 
**Remote webinars are only available to schools who have booked and completed a 2-day in-school training session. 
***When a Development Day in-school training session is booked, the school may incur travel expenses for the trainer.  

Implementation training

Oxford offers professional development training to support effective implementation of  Read Write Inc. Phonics delivered by a 
Ruth Miskin accredited trainer. The standard two-day program covers: 

> the process for the reading, writing and spelling activities 
> the examination of  videos from real lessons 
> the practice and preparation required before stepping back into your school, including consistent management strategies that           
v speed up progress and ensure participation.

Training options

In-school Training*  
 
 

OR

Open Training sessions by Oxford

Our Read Write Inc. trainer will come to your school to train 
your staff. These sessions can have up to 45 people.

Schools can elect to invite other schools in the area to 
share the cost. 

These training sessions are organised at a venue in 
your state and you can choose the number of  staff  
you would like to attend.  
 
Attendees also have the option of  attending only one 
day of  the training if  a refresher session is required. 

Who should attend?

> Principals
> Deputy Principals
> Literacy leaders
> Classroom teachers
> Teaching assistants/aides

OR

> Schools considering Read Write Inc.
> Principals
> Deputy Principals
> Literacy leaders
> Classroom teachers
> Teaching assistants/aides

Resources and Ongoing Support

Oxford Owl

A wealth of  free resources is available on Oxford Owl, including printable word cards, digital interactive storybooks and more.

Remote Online Webinars**

For schools who would like to book ongoing remote webinar sessions, our Read Write Inc. trainer can support your school 
online with shorter sessions for all your teachers.

Development Days***

Our Read Write Inc. trainer will come to your school to support the management team, staff  and students to help embed best-practice 
phonics teaching. These days are encouraged to secure the fidelity of  the program and empower your teachers to get best outcomes. 

Online School Portal

The Ruth Miskin Training School Portal has been specifically created for schools using Read Write Inc. It allows schools access 
to documents and resources for the different Read Write Inc. programs and has a complete set of  Read Write Inc. Phonics films 
to match each activity. A 6-month subscription is included as part of  the Development Day cost or can be purchased  
separately from Ruth Miskin Training by emailing admin@ruthmiskin.com.

Find out more
Go to oup.com.au/events to see all upcoming open training sessions. 



Keep in contact
 oup.com.au

 @OxfordAustralia

 facebook.com/oupanz

 blog.oup.com.au

Customer Service
Free Tel: 1300 650 616

Email: cs.au@oup.com

Your next steps
Visit  

oup.com.au/rwiphonics

Talk to your local Oxford Education Consultant today  

oup.com.au/contact 

It all
starts
here


