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• Creating an integrated curriculum means that teachers are charged 
with having to create challenging, fun, meaningful tasks that help 
students connect to information. (Drake & Burns, 2004) 
 

• The lack of integration of the curriculum in the primary years – 
particularly in the humanities and social sciences – has exacerbated 
the issue of an overcrowded curriculum. (DET, 2014) 
 

• Technology is most effective when integrated with curriculum content. 
(Smith & Throne, 2007) 
 

• Differentiated teaching and learning is enhanced when teachers 
innovatively use communication technologies and other teaching 
resources for individual or small group learning responding to individual 
students’ learning needs. (CESE, 2016) 

Integrated curriculum 
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“Your essential resource for STEM and the Humanities” 
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Atlas+ for Australian Schools 

Overview 

2/11/2017 
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F–2: 
Project components 

3–4: 

5–6: 

Student print 

Student print 

Student print 

Teacher dashboard 

Teacher dashboard 

Teacher dashboard 

Student dashboard 

Student dashboard 
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Teacher dashboard 
 
• Professional support notes with teaching activities, 

ideas and experiments 
 

• Downloadable activity sheets, graphic organisers, 
planning documents, etc.  

 

• Pre-assessment and assessment activities  
 

• All student interactives – videos, mapping skills, 
interactive maps, digital technologies 
 

• Online tracking of student quiz results 
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Teacher  
dashboard view 
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Student dashboard 
 
• Videos 
• Mapping skills interactives 
• Interactive maps 
• Topic interactives 
• Coding and technologies interactives 
• OZBOX cards (assigned by teacher) 
• Quizzes 
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Student 
dashboard 
view 
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Student Print atlases 
 
Structure: 
o Mapping skills  
o Topic spreads 
o World maps and case 

studies 
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Do students still need atlas skills? 

• Digital technology is 
everywhere! 

• But, students still need to be 
taught to interpret what they 
are seeing, to critically 
evaluate digital information in 
order to make the most of the 
tools available to them 

• There is strong evidence that 
students’ apparent ease with 
technology is only surface-
deep 
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Atlas+ for Australian 
Schools 

Mapping skills 

Atlas+ for Australian Schools 
Mapping skills 



Oxford Atlas+ for Australian Schools © 
2018 

Teaching notes 
 
• Explicit links to both the content and the skills areas of the 

Humanities curriculum 
• Build progressively from easier activities to more complex 

ones 
• Feature a pre- and post-assessment activity 
• Incorporate a range of learning methodologies, including 

collaborative group work, independent research, guided 
inquiry and thinking skills and tools 

• Identify the key activities necessary for students to complete 
if time is an issue 

• Include activities with a technology element 
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F–2: 

3–4: 5–6: 

• Map conventions 
• Develop spatial reasoning and 

higher-order thinking 
• A crucial form of visual and 

mathematical literacy: ‘reading’ 
images, interpreting and 
evaluating data, using technology 

• Progression from F–6 
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Mapping skills teaching notes 
 
The mapping skills component features: 
• Engagement with both digital and non-digital 

representations and methodologies relating to the concepts 
for students 

• Pages in the print atlas focused on specific skills and 
concepts 

• Mapping skills interactives that give students the opportunity 
to experience the content in a different way 

• Comprehensive teaching notes incorporating curriculum 
links and a range of student activities 

• Interactive maps 
• Quizzes to check student understanding (Years 3 – 6) 
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Mapping skills interactives 
 
• Enhance mapping skills section in print atlases  
• Students experience both digital and non-digital representations 

and methodologies relating to the concepts 
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Mapping skills interactives 
 
• What is scale?(Years F–2) 
• Interpreting data (Years 3–4) 
• Latitude and longitude(Years 5–6) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Oxford Atlas+ for Australian Schools © 
2018 

Interactive maps 
 
• Deeper exploration of geographical regions 
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• Order of maps: Australia Australian states  
World  Continents  Regions 
 

• Completely updated world facts and statistics, 
cross-checked against reputable sources (e.g. 
CIA World Factbook, United Nations, Australian 
Government websites) 

 
• Updated case studies (e.g. Syrian war instead of 

Iraq war, Hurricane Sandy)that link to real-world 
contexts 

Maps and case studies 
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Years F–2 Case studies linked to real-world 
contexts 

Level of map detail 
linked to 
developmental 
stage 
 
Simpler maps at F–2 
that become more 
detailed and 
complex in the 
upper years 

Questions for practising map skills 
and for further inquiry (F–2 only) 
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Years 3–4 Case studies linked to real-world 
contexts Level of map detail 

linked to 
developmental 
stage 
 
Simpler maps at F–2 
that become more 
detailed and 
complex in the 
upper years 
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Years 5–6 Case studies with world’s 
most/tallest/highest/largest/smallest… etc.’ 
facts to inspire inquiry and exploration about 
the world 

Fast facts (completely updated) 
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2/11/2017 

Typical learning sequence 
 
The different components of the mapping skills section are 
designed to be used flexibly. Here is an example of what a 
learning sequence might look like: 
 
• Look at mapping skills pages in the atlas together 
• Explore the matching interactive as a class or in small groups 
• Conduct pre-assessment activity 
• Choose activities to suit the learning pathways appropriate 

for your class 
• Students complete the post-assessment activity 
• Years 3 – 6 complete quiz to check understanding. Teachers 

can access student results. 
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Atlas+ for Australian 
Schools 

Mapping skills 

2/11/2017 

Atlas+ for Australian Schools 
Topic spreads 
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Now let’s run through how Oxford Atlas+ topic 
spreads could be used in the classroom. 
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Topic spreads 
 
The topic spreads incorporate a range of learning 
opportunities and resources to enhance student knowledge 
and skills, including: 
 
• All the features of the Mapping Skills teaching notes, 

including curriculum links, extensive activity ideas and digital 
technologies 

• Video links 
• Learning interactives: specific technology interactives linked 

with the topic as well as general topic interactives 
• OZBOX cards where appropriate 
• Quizzes to check student understanding (Years 3 – 6) 
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Topic spreads 
 

• Topic spreads cover Science, the Humanities, Civics and Citizenship 
(Years 3–6)and Business and   

   Economics (Years 5–6) 
 

 
• QR codes linking to licensed ABC/BBC videos or useful web links in 

every atlas 
 

• Humans change the land video 
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New topic spreads 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
  

F –2 3–4 5–6 

• Our amazing senses 
• Families 
• Remembering the 

past 
• Celebrations around 

Australia 

• Indigenous 
sustainability 
practices 

• Living cultures 
• Democracy 

• Democracy and the 
law 

• Australian citizenship 
• Global citizenship 
• Being a consumer 
• Providing goods and 

services 
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Years F–2: 
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Years 3–4 
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Years 5–6 
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Read the atlas spread  
 
• As a class or in groups 
• May want to include a think-pair-share type activity to promote discussion 
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Select your activities 
 
• Review the information you 

gained from the pre-assessment 
activity 

• Choose the activities you’ll use 
based on this information and the 
time and resources that you have 

• Choose from the other resources 
provided, such as the interactives 

• Review the post-assessment 
activity 
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Start with pre-assessment activity 
 
Humans change the land 
Allow pairs of students to choose a populated area on Google Maps. Ask students to use 
Activity Sheet 11 to draw what the area might have looked like before humans lived there 
and to list all the human changes they can see. You may want to revisit this activity later 
to see if students’ understanding of the concepts has grown.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Oxford Atlas+ for Australian Schools © 
2018 

Topic interactives 
 
• Deeper engagement with topics 
• Can be used individually via the student dashboard or as a class 
• Offer a different way to access and build understanding of the concepts 
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Coding and technologies interactives 
 
• Plugged and unplugged activities 
• Coding activities linked to themes within atlases 
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Unplugged activities 
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OZBOX cards 
 
• Assignable by teacher 
• Not for every topic, but included where relevant  
• Include the opportunity to read about the content further 
• Incorporate comprehension questions as well as further activity ideas 
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Atlas+ for Australian 
Schools 

Mapping skills 

2/11/2017 

Atlas+ for Australian Schools 
Assessment 
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Pre- and assessment activities 
 
• Pre-assessment activities are quick to administer and designed to give you 

a snapshot of the overall skills and understanding across your class 
• Assessment activities allow for the collection of rich data that includes 

information about students skills and knowledge directly related to the 
curriculum 

• Both the pre- and assessment activities increase in complexity as 
appropriate for the students’ year levels 
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Quizzes 
 
• Years 3–4 and 5–6 only 
• Quick check of student 

understanding – instant 
feedback and tracking available 

• Multiple choice text questions 
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Teacher dashboard – student results screen 
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Annie Facchinetti 
Annie is the Professional Practice Leader, Literacy Leader and Senior Literacy 
Coach at Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School in Eltham, Victoria. She is 
also an education writer and editor, and authors student and teacher 
materials. She is a regular contributor to Education Today and the editor for 
the Australian Educational Leader. Annie has a Bachelor of Arts, a Diploma of 
Teaching (Primary), a Diploma of Professional Writing and Editing and is 
currently completing a Master of Education in Allied School Psychology. She 
draws heavily on her early years teaching experience to write for Oxford 
Literacy, OZBOX and Oxford Maths. 

Educator experts 
Rachel Kennedy 
Rachel is an education IT consultant with over 25 years of experience in 
education, both as a primary classroom teacher and teacher professional 
learning facilitator. She has a passion for exploring mathematics, 
Technologies and English in the primary years and presents Numicon and 
Oxford Literacy professional learning workshops for schools across Australia. 
Rachel enjoys developing partnerships with schools and assisting them in their 
professional learning journeys. 
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