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Figure 2.1 A Dick and Jane reader 
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Figure 2.2 Original design of the GRR model (Pearson & 
Gallagher, 1983, p. 337) 
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Figure 2.3 Stages of the GRR model (Fisher & Frey, 2013)  
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Figure 2.4 Conceptualisation of reading in Teaching and 
Learning Primary English 
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Table 3.3  Lesson overview: Early primary focus 

Pauline Jones and Damon Thomas  

 

 

 Description of teaching strategies 

Before reading 

mentor text 

WALT and WILF: Explain that the lesson will focus on writing simple sentences using the 

images from Magic Beach to inspire them. They will learn about parts of the simple sentences 

and construct their own to accompany images from Magic Beach. 

Tuning-in activity: Remind children of the author, what they know about her and the texts that 

they have already encountered, pointing to these displayed prominently in the classroom. Ask 

children to turn to the person next to them and tell them their favourite Alison Lester book, 

giving a reason for their choice 

(‘I like ….. because …….’). 

During reading of 

mentor text 

Teacher-focused reading: Reread the text to the children, stopping from time to time and 

asking what actions the characters in the text are doing. 

After reading 

mentor text 

Responding to action verbs: Select a page or two from the book with a lot of action verbs. 

Children stand and as you read these pages, exaggerate the verb groups while children 

‘perform’ the actions. 

Joint construction of simple sentences: Display an image from one of the pages used in the 

previous activity and jointly construct a simple sentence by asking (i) ‘What’s happening?’, 

encouraging children to nominate action verb groups such as ‘are running’ and ‘are splashing,’ 

etc.; (ii) ‘Who or what is involved?’ to elicit the participants such as ‘The children’ or ‘The dog’; 

and (iii) ‘Is there any other information such as when or where or how?’ to elicit circumstances. 

Record this sentence and read with the children, drawing their attention to the words that 

represent ‘What’s happening?’ by highlighting these in green, and then repeating with ‘Who or 

what is involved?’ (red) and ‘extra information’ in blue. Repeat with 2 or 3 more simple sentences 

depicting events from the book, perhaps asking individual children to act out the action verbs. 

Group work: Children work in small groups to complete the following activities: guided 

reading with teacher, writing on a class blog about the beach, a worksheet requiring children 

to identify parts of simple sentences using colours previously introduced, and a dice game to 

identify parts of simple sentence (see https://educationalsemiotics.wordpress. 

com/2013/01/08/imogenes-grammar-games). 

Conclusion: Reconvene whole class and share blog entries—draw children’s attention to how 

sentences are constructed, which parts are always there, which can be moved around in a 

sentence, using metalanguage as appropriate to the class’s experience. Explain that knowing 

about language in this way is an important part of being a writer and a reader. 
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Table 3.4  Lesson overview: Upper primary focus 

Pauline Jones and Damon Thomas  
 

 

 

 

 Description of teaching strategies 

Before 

reading 

mentor text 

WALT and WILF: Explain that the class will read a picturebook together and then discuss the 

author’s ideas, the language used, and the illustrator’s choices. Remind the class to listen and 

watch carefully while you read. 

Tuning-in activity: Introduce the book and discuss briefly the cover, eliciting ideas about what the 

book might be about, its setting, and its characters. Explain that this book focuses on the idea of 

happiness. Ask the class what makes them happy, drawing attention to responses that involve 

others—friendships, doing things together, etc. 

During 

reading of 

mentor text 

Teacher-focused reading: Read the text through once, ensuring that everyone has sufficient time 

to absorb the language and illustrations. 

After reading 

mentor text 

Responding to the text: Lead a class discussion of the text using the following general questions 

as prompts: ‘Was there anything you liked about this book?’, ‘Was there anything that you 

disliked?’, ‘Did anything puzzle you?’ 

To ensure that all students participate, ask them to turn to the person beside them to answer 

each of these questions: ‘Were there any patterns—any connections—that you noticed?’, ‘Have you 

read other books like this?’ Share just a few with the whole class. 

 

Revisiting the text: In small groups and with a copy of the book, students listen to a recording of 

you reading the story. Then each group takes one group of the special questions below to respond 

to. Remember to model the task requirements first with just one of the questions so that everyone 

knows what is required. 

• What do you think the author wants the reader to think about and to value as a result of 

reading this text? In other words, what do you think is the message? What wordings tell 

you that? 

• Why has the author made the central character a blind urchin? How is he different from 

the rest of the tribe? Where does the book tell 

• us this? 

• What do you notice about the illustrations? How do they contribute to the message of 

the text? Provide evidence for your ideas. 

• Would you recommend this book to children in other classes? Why or why not? Use 

examples from the book to support your answer. 

Conclusion: Share each group’s responses with the whole class, recording ideas for use during 

later work on written responses. 
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