




The importance of skills and concepts in History

Embedding the skills and concepts

Using questions to help students make decisions

Thinking for yourself: sources, skills and concepts, visible thinking, case studies

Overview of Oxford Insight History for NSW
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Please post questions in the ‘Q & A’ section as we talk and we will respond to 

them during the question time section at the end of the webinar.
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The importance of skills and concepts 

in History

• Giving students the opportunity and confidence to apply 

the full range of skills and concepts they require is the 

foundational bedrock of success in History.

• NESA sees them as a continuum that needs to be integrated 

into all stages of the curriculum.

• That is at the heart of everything we’re trying to do with 

Insight History.
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Embedding the skills and concepts

The Historian’s Toolkit
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Perspectives

Continuity and change

Significance

Empathetic understanding

Contestability

Cause and effect

Historical concepts: Stages 4 and 5
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Perspectives and 

interpretations

Comprehension: 

chronology, terms and 

concepts

Research

Empathetic understanding

Explanation and 

communication

Analysis and use 

of sources

Historical skills: Stages 4 and 5
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• The skills and concepts need to be made explicit and 

constantly revisited if students are to develop their ability 

to understand and apply them.

• Students also have to see them in action in whichever 

historical context they are working.

Year 7
Starting on 
the right track

Year 8
Building

Year 9
Consolidating

Year 10
Laying the 
groundwork 
for Senior 
success
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Our new Spotlight feature is 

designed to: 

• show students where a relevant 

concept or skill is highlighted in 

the material they are working 

through

or

• encourage students to think 

about how they could apply the 

skill or concept to the content.

Insight History: using the Spotlights
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Year 7: Starting on the right track
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Year 7: Starting on the right track
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Year 8: Building
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Year 8: Building



15

Year 9: Consolidating
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Year 9: Consolidating – and helping them make sense 

of their world
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Year 9: Consolidating – and preparing them for Senior study 

without them even realising
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Year 10: Laying the groundwork for Senior success
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Year 10: Laying the groundwork for Senior success –

and constantly building understanding
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• If students simply work with knowledge questions, they’ll 

develop a body of knowledge, but have no clear idea of 

what to do with it or how to apply it.

• The structure we have adopted of Review and Understand; 

Apply and Analyse; Evaluate and Create; and Go Deeper is 

designed to:

– give students experience in applying the full range of skills

– build their confidence and competence

– teach them that not every question has a clear answer, and 

that they need evidence to support it.

Using questions to help students 

learn to make decisions
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Year 7: Investigating the ancient past
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Year 8: Aboriginal and Indigenous Peoples, 

Colonisation and Contact History
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Year 9: Making a Nation
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Year 10: Popular Culture

• A typical suite of Year 10 questions – consolidate 

knowledge, have fun and think for yourself.
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Year 7: Ancient Egypt

Thinking for yourself: working with sources
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Year 8: The Spanish Conquest of the Americas
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Year 9: Australians at War 

(World Wars I and II)
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Year 10: Popular Culture
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Thinking for yourself: using the skills and concepts

Year 10: The Environment Movement



30

Thinking for yourself: using visible thinking prompts

Year 10: The Environment Movement
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Year 10: Migration Experiences
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Year 10: Popular Culture 
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Thinking for yourself: using the case studies

The case studies meet a range of needs.

• Sometimes they focus on new ideas.

• Sometimes they illuminate a syllabus dot point that can be 

easily overlooked.

• Sometimes they are concrete, other times more abstract.

• Always they are designed to interest, intrigue and  

stimulate students to think for themselves.

• Ultimately they help prepare students for the years ahead.
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The case studies represent:

• an opportunity to explore an aspect of history in more depth

• the chance to build 

assessment tasks 

around them

• a directed opportunity

for students to find out 

more for themselves.
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Year 7 case studies

• Conserving ancient sites

• The construction of the Great Pyramid

• The Battle of Marathon and the role 

of Miltiades

• Hannibal

• The decline of the Indus Valley civilisation

• The Great Wall of China
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Year 8 case studies

• Were the Vikings the first Europeans to find and 

settle North America?

• Richard I, Saladin and the Third Crusade

• The siege and fall of Constantinople in 1453

• Leonard Da Vinci

• The breakdown of the water management system 

and fall of the Angkor/Khmer empire

• The Samurai and the code of Bushido

• The moai of Easter Island

• Temujin (Genghis Khan)

• Responses to the Black Death

• Religious beliefs in Aztec society

• British colonisation: settlement or invasion?
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Year 9 case studies – upping the ante!

• Britain on the move

• D’Arcy Wentworth: convict or well connected?

• Are we moving towards a post-capitalist world?

• Mal Meninga: finding your place in Australian history

• The leadership of Hong Xiuquan and the 

Taiping Rebellion 1850–64: continuity 

or change?

• Local commemoration: WWI and the 

Central Coast
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Year 10 case studies: on the 

threshold of a dream – well, 

Senior school!

• The role of the UN in securing 

rights and freedoms

• What was Australia’s first 

rock’n’roll record?

• Thunberg vs Trump: Davos 

2020

• The media response to 

immigration

• Popular music and the 

Vietnam War era
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The end of capitalism? Introducing Year 9s to their world

‘As with the end of feudalism 500 years ago, capitalism’s replacement by 

postcapitalism will be accelerated by external shocks and shaped by a new 

kind of human being. And it has started.’ 

Paul Mason, Postcapitalism: A Guide to Our Future
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Mal Meninga – and finding something to enthuse Year 9s

‘You’re too dark to be billeted.’

Mrs Meninga to a young Mal when explaining why he was never 

picked in representative rugby league teams while at school
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What was Australia’s first rock’n’roll record? 

• An 8-step guide to researching an unanswerable question



Overview of Oxford Insight History for NSW
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Contents: Years 7 and 8
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Contents: Years 9 and 10
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Contents: Stages 4 and 5
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What’s in the Teacher obook?

• A digital copy of the book

• Teaching program

• Teacher notes

• Student book questions and answers (Check Your 

Learning, Interpret, Checkpoint)

• Differentiated Checkpoint worksheets and answers

• Rich tasks and answers

• Differentiated assess quizzes and markbook

• Quizlet

• Flashcard glossary

• Weblinks

• Interactives

• BLMs (blank maps)

• Course planner

• Scope and sequence



Chapter 1 Investigating the ancient past
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Format Price

Student book + obook assess
Print book with 24 months’ digital access included

PRINT + DIGITAL $94.95

Student obook assess
Digital book with 24 months’ digital access included

DIGITAL $74.95

Student obook assess MULTI
Digital book that includes 3 x 24 months’ digital access

DIGITAL $84.95

Teacher obook assess*
Digital book that includes access to additional teacher 

only resources. Ongoing access.

DIGITAL $499.95

* FREE ongoing access to 

Teacher obook assess with 

booklist or class set 

purchase.

If your school has a different 

purchasing model, ask our 

team about options.
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Format Price

Student book + obook assess
Print book with 12 months’ digital access included

PRINT + DIGITAL $64.95

Student obook assess
Digital book with 12 months’ digital access included

DIGITAL $44.95

Student obook assess MULTI
Digital book that includes 3 x 12 months’ digital access

DIGITAL $54.95

Teacher obook assess*
Digital book that includes access to additional teacher 

only resources. Ongoing access.

DIGITAL $299.95

* FREE ongoing access to 

Teacher obook assess with 

booklist or class set 

purchase.

If your school has a different 

purchasing model, ask our 

team about options.





What’s next? 

Contact your Education Consultant 
To learn more about Oxford Insight History for 
NSW Second Edition, or to arrange to view full 
sample pages, please contact your local 
Secondary Education Consultant: 

oup.com.au/contact 








