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Developing the building 
blocks of handwriting

Oxford Handwriting is a 

comprehensive and engaging 

program designed to introduce 

and develop the fundamental 

skills of handwriting. It includes 

correct posture and grip models, 

opportunities to model and practise 

accurate letter formation and 

joining techniques, and activities to 

help every student develop a fluent, 

automatic handwriting style.

The Oxford Handwriting series 

features words from the Oxford 

Wordlist as well as themes and 

characters from Oxford Reading  

for Comprehension.

Teaching support  
and resources

Oxford Handwriting offers 

complimentary teaching support 

via Oxford Owl, including:

•	� digital activities to support 

accurate and automatic 

formation of letters and numbers

•	� more than 100 activity sheets  

for consolidation and practice

•	� recording and assessment 

templates

•	� high-frequency words from  

the Oxford Wordlist.

For more information contact your  
local Oxford Education Consultant  
www.oup.com.au/contact 
or call 1300 650 616

What does Oxford Handwriting look like for Years F–2?

Oxford Handwriting for Queensland F–6

Introduce

Use the online resources available via Oxford Owl to 
demonstrate the letter formation.

Practise

Students work independently in their workbooks, 
practising the letter formation.

1

Model

Using the online resources for your state on the 
interactive whiteboard, allow students to come up and 
model the correct technique by tracing the letter.

2

3

Consolidate

Download the activity sheets from Oxford Owl for 
students to do further practice. 
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Track your progress
As you complete the matching pages in your book, trace over the letters as a record of your 
progress. Then colour the reward.

� � � �

�� �� c� ­ e� ��

� � � � � � �

��� ���

I can write 
the Beginner’s 

Alphabet.

I remember 
exit only letters.

� c d e � � � �

My rounded entries 
are under control.

I’m pleased with 
my pointed entries.

f and z 
are easy.

Diagonal joins 
to rounded entries

Diagonal joins 
to pointed entries

Diagonal joins 
 to o

�o co �o 

Diagonal joins 
 to e

�� c� d�

Diagonal joins 
 to z

�£ �£ e£
Diagonal joins 
to tall letters

¥¦ §¨ ©ª    

I know my 
shoulder letters.

� c d g q

I can drop on 
shoulder letters!

®c °d °g 
I’m happy with 
horizontal joins.

o� ´µ ¶­ I know 
what doesn’t join.

b g � � s � �

q isn’t so quirky.

qu
I can join to 
and from x.

oº »�f joins 
  aren’t tricky.

¼½¾
s is easy 
to control.

os ÁÂ oss
Double trouble. 
Double fun!

oo Ä�
You can’t trick 
me with o joins.

ÅoÇ 

I know my 
numerals.

1 2 3

Yippee!

 

Aa Bb Cc 

3OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS Track your progress2 OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESSTrack your progress
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Left-handed Right-handed

Before you write

Pencil grip

Posture

Paper position

Left-handed Right-handed

Lower back 
supported by 

the chair

Feet flat 
on the floor

Hold your pencil 
like this. 

(Not too tightly!)

Non-writing hand 
steadies the paper

Revision

a b c d e f g h i j k l m

n o p q r s t u v w x y z

Practise the letters that start with a downstroke.

b h i j k l m n p r t u v w y

Practise these letters.

Write the letters from the alphabet that:
•  do not start with a downstroke
•  are not shoulder letters.

How many letters did you write?

Beginner’s Alphabet
Write the Beginner’s Alphabet.

These letters are 
shoulder letters. They all start by 
sliding along the top black line.

a c d g q

5OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS Beginner’s Alphabet4 OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESSBefore you write
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Before 
you write

Track your 
progress

Oxford Handwriting for Queensland, Year 3

Oxford Handwriting for Queensland, Year 3
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OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESSOXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 76

Track

Trace

Straight-line letter group

l

l l l l l l
love

lighthouse

lions

lizards

lollipop

I love my bone.

lovel l l l

a    b    c    d    e    f    g    h    i    j    k    l    m    n    o    p    q    r    s    t    u    v    w    x    y    z

love love

Straight-line letter group

CRO_HWQLDYF_20218_TXT_4pp.indd   6-7 4/23/19   12:52 PM

Example 
page from

Handwriting for  
Queensland 

Year F

State-specific handwriting 
conventions

Engaging full-colour 
illustrations
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OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESSOXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 76

Track

Trace

Straight-line letter group

l

l l l l l l
love

lighthouse

lions

lizards

lollipop

I love my bone.

lovel l l l

a    b    c    d    e    f    g    h    i    j    k    l    m    n    o    p    q    r    s    t    u    v    w    x    y    z

love love

Straight-line letter group
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opportunities
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1     2     3     4     5     6     7     8     9     10

9 9 9

te n

nine

10 10 10

1     2     3     4     5     6     7     8     9     10

Numerals 1–10 Numerals 1–10

9 dolphins diving

9 hungry crocodiles

1

2

9 10
1 32 2

1

6
51

2

7

9 10
1 32 2

1

6
51

2

7

9 10
1 32 2

1

6
51

2

7
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Numbers
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page from
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Year F
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a b c d e f g h i
j k l m n o p q r

J K L M N O P Q R

s t u v w x y z

S T U V W X Y Z

1

2
1 2

1 12 2

2

2

1

2

2

1 1

1

1 1 1

E
2

3

4

1 F3

2
1 H3

1
3

1 2 I
2

3

1

3

1

1

3

2 2

1

2

B
2

1 D1
2

2 2

C GA1 2

3

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS64 Lower- and upper-case alphabets
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Self-assessment opportunities

Handwriting for  
Queensland 

Year F

Example 
page from

Handwriting for  
Queensland 

Year F
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Letters that change

�  o  �  q  �  s  �  
  �  �  
  	  �

�  b  c  d  e  �  g  �  �  �  �  �  �

��ee�e   ��o�e�   ��ee���g   ��o�e

��os�	   ��ee�es   ��es�   ��os�

�����   ���e�d   ���   �es�

� � � �   � � � �
� � � �   � � � �

These are 
the two letters 
that change!

f  �
Practising entries and exits

Become a 
star like me! Copy 

these letters.

Write the letters you need to practise.

Write the letters of the alphabet that do not appear above. There should be five letters. 
Trace and copy the letters of the alphabet with all the entries and exits.

z  zfz

Rounded entries

� � � 


Pointed entries

� � � 
 � � 	

Exits only

� c d e � � � �

Letters that change

�  �

Trace and copy.

Trace and copy these words. Remember to use the new f and z.

15OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS14 OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS Practising entries and exitsLetters that change

DAV_HWQLDY3_20249_TXT_4pp.indd   14-15 4/23/19   12:40 PM

Characters and 
themes from  

Oxford Reading  
for Comprehension

Example 
page from

Handwriting for  
Queensland 

Year 3
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Letters that change

�  o  �  q  �  s  �  
  �  �  
  	  �

�  b  c  d  e  �  g  �  �  �  �  �  �

��ee�e   ��o�e�   ��ee���g   ��o�e

��os�	   ��ee�es   ��es�   ��os�

�����   ���e�d   ���   �es�

� � � �   � � � �
� � � �   � � � �

These are 
the two letters 
that change!

f  �
Practising entries and exits

Become a 
star like me! Copy 

these letters.

Write the letters you need to practise.

Write the letters of the alphabet that do not appear above. There should be five letters. 
Trace and copy the letters of the alphabet with all the entries and exits.

z  zfz

Rounded entries

� � � 


Pointed entries

� � � 
 � � 	

Exits only

� c d e � � � �

Letters that change

�  �

Trace and copy.

Trace and copy these words. Remember to use the new f and z.

15OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS14 OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS Practising entries and exitsLetters that change

DAV_HWQLDY3_20249_TXT_4pp.indd   14-15 4/23/19   12:40 PM

Handwriting for  
Queensland 

Year 3

Example 
page from

Handwriting for  
Queensland 

Year 3

Practice opportunities
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Upper-case and lower-case letters

Body letters

Head and body letters

Body and tail letters

Head, body and tail letters

a
b

Fill the gaps with 
the matching lower-case letter. 

Then copy all the letters 
underneath.

J   K   L   M   N   O   P   Q

R   S   T   U   V   W   X   Y   Z

Aa  Bb  C   D   E   F   G   H   I

Can you  
write the lower-case 
letters in the correct 
head, body or tail  

group?

All capital letters are head and body letters.

18 OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESSUpper-case and lower-case letters

DAV_HWQLDY3_20249_TXT_2pp.indd   18 07-Mar-19   12:49:22 PM

Example 
page from

Handwriting for  
Queensland 

Year 3

Engaging full colour illustrations
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�  b  c  d  e  �  g  h  i  j  �  l  � 
n  o  �  q  r  s  t  
  v  w  �  y  �

Change these words from print to letters with entries and exits.

Upper-case and lower-case letters

Body letters

Head and body letters

Body and tail letters

Head, body and tail letters

�
b

Fill the gaps with 
the matching lower-case letter. 

Then copy all the letters 
underneath.

J   K   L   M   N   O   P   Q

R   S   T   U   V   W   X   Y   Z

Can you 
write the lower-case 
letters in the correct 
head, body or tail 

group?

Assessment: entries and exits
This is an entry and exit alphabet. Circle the ten letters that do not have their correct entries 
and exits added.

All capital letters are head and body letters.

Star   S��¡ run
lift  play
queen  happy
crazy  jolly
exit  wave
make  kick

Add the necessary entries and exits to these letters.

Tick your 
best letters. 

Teacher

a m r n p h x i
v y j n l u w  

Assess your entries and exits.

A�  Bb  C   D   E   F   G   H   I

19OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS18 OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS Assessment: entries and exitsUpper-case and lower-case letters

DAV_HWQLDY3_20249_TXT_4pp.indd   18-19 4/23/19   12:41 PM
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Queensland 

Year 3

Example 
page from
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Year 3

Self-assessment opportunities



12

54 OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESSOXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESSDiagonal joins: fluency patterns Diagonal joins

Now write these sentences with diagonal joins.

Practise these diagonal joins.

Diagonal joins

A���� ­�� c�����e d��c��������o� C�����e

�� �� ¡¢ £¢ ¤o ¦� �§ ­¨ �� e¢ ª¢ «¢ ¬¨ eo

¯� °� �� e� e� °³ �´ �� µ¶ e� e¨ °�

   Diver’s pearls
Diagonal joins are the most common 
joins in cursive handwriting.

Check that your slope is parallel again by extending the incense sticks down to the pattern.

Diagonal joins: fluency patterns
Complete the incense smoke, then try the letter patterns shown below. While completing 
the patterns, try to keep the movements parallel. When you have finished, check your slope 
consistency by extending the incense sticks down to the pattern.

Tod¬ ,̈ »¡¢ C�����e �¼½­¾¿�c¢ o� c�����e °�d Âood Ä�

Å°Æ§ oÈ o�� ¡¿�ÊËÌge.

­ÏÐed °�d ÒoÓªÔd Õoge»¡¿�, Å°Æ»­¨ d¾¢ Õo d��c��������o�.

c°Ø¢ Õo A���� ­�� bÚ s�Ï¶. W¡¿� »¡Ý¨ °Þ�ÏÐed, »¡Ý¨

D¯���g »¡¢ goàd áâ�ã Úe°äs, å°æ¨ C�����e goàd-seèª¿äs

DAV_HWQLDY6_20270_TXT_4pp.indd   4-5 4/23/19   12:46 PM

Example 
page from

Handwriting for  
Queensland 

Year 6

Practice opportunities
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54 OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESSOXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESSDiagonal joins: fluency patterns Diagonal joins

Now write these sentences with diagonal joins.

Practise these diagonal joins.

Diagonal joins

A���� ­�� c�����e d��c��������o� C�����e

�� �� ¡¢ £¢ ¤o ¦� �§ ­¨ �� e¢ ª¢ «¢ ¬¨ eo

¯� °� �� e� e� °³ �´ �� µ¶ e� e¨ °�

   Diver’s pearls
Diagonal joins are the most common 
joins in cursive handwriting.

Check that your slope is parallel again by extending the incense sticks down to the pattern.

Diagonal joins: fluency patterns
Complete the incense smoke, then try the letter patterns shown below. While completing 
the patterns, try to keep the movements parallel. When you have finished, check your slope 
consistency by extending the incense sticks down to the pattern.

Tod¬ ,̈ »¡¢ C�����e �¼½­¾¿�c¢ o� c�����e °�d Âood Ä�

Å°Æ§ oÈ o�� ¡¿�ÊËÌge.

­ÏÐed °�d ÒoÓªÔd Õoge»¡¿�, Å°Æ»­¨ d¾¢ Õo d��c��������o�.

c°Ø¢ Õo A���� ­�� bÚ s�Ï¶. W¡¿� »¡Ý¨ °Þ�ÏÐed, »¡Ý¨

D¯���g »¡¢ goàd áâ�ã Úe°äs, å°æ¨ C�����e goàd-seèª¿äs
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Spacing

2524 OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESSOXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESSSlope consistency Spacing

Copy this text. 

E��o�e��  �ood  �­d  c�����e.

o�e��d  c����,  g���­g  A����������  ¡  ¢£�¤¥  o§  ¨odª«�

¬e�¯dª°���±  ²o´��.  Ac�oss  A�������¡,  G¬eº»  ¼½¾�g¿�°À�

I¢�����  sÁo�ªÂ£�o��  bÄÅ�Æ  ÇÈb��c  bÄÅÊd�­gs  �­d

Ì���±  ¼­dÍ��ÎÏ��,  ÐoÑd�  �­d  ¿ÒÅ�ÓÒÔs.  IÕ  cÒ�Ö¢�±  c×�Ï��,

¬e�o¤¥  Ì���±  ��e£�,  �­d  Ùº��ed  Áo  seÆ  Ä�  A�������¡’s

�«ÎÝÞed  ¼�  A�������¡.  TÙßÔ  àoáâ�d  £�  Ê�bo��eãs  ¼�

D�Î�­g äÙ¥ 1920s �­d 1930s, é�êÔ so�äÙª«� E��o�e���

c������± co°�ÎÅbì�ío��

   Diver’s pearls
Try to develop an even 
spacing between letters that 
feels comfortable for your 
writing hand. 

Maintain a consistent slope as you write these sentences.

A�������¡  î�  ¡  ï����c������±  ðñ�ío�.  TÙ¥  äò�e¥  éÒ��

gÐoó�s  äôñÆ  ôÒÞe  beª�  ÇÐo¾��ª°Æ  ¼�  o��  dÝÞeãse

Ço�ÈÊñ�ío�  ��e  o��  Iðd�geõoÍ�  Çeo�÷��,  d��cª­d�°À�  ú�oû

o��  BÌ×�ý�þ  co~oê��±  Ç£�Æ  �­d  ¼½¾�g¿�°À�  ú�oû  äÙ¥

àoáÊd’s  é�êÔ  co�°�ÎÏ��  �­d  c�����e�.  TodÒÔ,  A�������¡’s

Ço�ÈÊñ�ío�  o§  oÞe�  25  ïÅ|�ío�  î�  éÑd¥  Ä�  o§  ¼­dÝ��d{�[�

ú�oû  oÞe�  200  co�°�ÎÏ��,  é�\�­g  ��  o�¥  o§  äÙ¥  àoáÊd’s

¨osÆ  c������|�Ô  dÝÞeãse  ðñ�ío��.  Mo�e  äô��  o�¥  ¼�  �o��

Çeo�÷¥  �Ý��­g  ¼�  A�������¡  �£�  bo«�  oÞeãse£�.

ï����c������±
Write the word ‘multicultural’ three times, 
increasing the speed of your writing each time. 
Then check your slope by ruling lines along the 
downstrokes. Did you maintain a consistent slope?

ï����c������±

DAV_HWQLDY6_20270_TXT_4pp.indd   24-25 4/23/19   12:46 PM

Example 
page from

Handwriting for  
Queensland 

Year 6
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Spacing

2524 OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESSOXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESSSlope consistency Spacing

Copy this text. 

E��o�e��  �ood  �­d  c�����e.

o�e��d  c����,  g���­g  A����������  ¡  ¢£�¤¥  o§  ¨odª«�

¬e�¯dª°���±  ²o´��.  Ac�oss  A�������¡,  G¬eº»  ¼½¾�g¿�°À�

I¢�����  sÁo�ªÂ£�o��  bÄÅ�Æ  ÇÈb��c  bÄÅÊd�­gs  �­d

Ì���±  ¼­dÍ��ÎÏ��,  ÐoÑd�  �­d  ¿ÒÅ�ÓÒÔs.  IÕ  cÒ�Ö¢�±  c×�Ï��,

¬e�o¤¥  Ì���±  ��e£�,  �­d  Ùº��ed  Áo  seÆ  Ä�  A�������¡’s

�«ÎÝÞed  ¼�  A�������¡.  TÙßÔ  àoáâ�d  £�  Ê�bo��eãs  ¼�

D�Î�­g äÙ¥ 1920s �­d 1930s, é�êÔ so�äÙª«� E��o�e���

c������± co°�ÎÅbì�ío��

   Diver’s pearls
Try to develop an even 
spacing between letters that 
feels comfortable for your 
writing hand. 

Maintain a consistent slope as you write these sentences.

A�������¡  î�  ¡  ï����c������±  ðñ�ío�.  TÙ¥  äò�e¥  éÒ��

gÐoó�s  äôñÆ  ôÒÞe  beª�  ÇÐo¾��ª°Æ  ¼�  o��  dÝÞeãse

Ço�ÈÊñ�ío�  ��e  o��  Iðd�geõoÍ�  Çeo�÷��,  d��cª­d�°À�  ú�oû

o��  BÌ×�ý�þ  co~oê��±  Ç£�Æ  �­d  ¼½¾�g¿�°À�  ú�oû  äÙ¥

àoáÊd’s  é�êÔ  co�°�ÎÏ��  �­d  c�����e�.  TodÒÔ,  A�������¡’s

Ço�ÈÊñ�ío�  o§  oÞe�  25  ïÅ|�ío�  î�  éÑd¥  Ä�  o§  ¼­dÝ��d{�[�

ú�oû  oÞe�  200  co�°�ÎÏ��,  é�\�­g  ��  o�¥  o§  äÙ¥  àoáÊd’s

¨osÆ  c������|�Ô  dÝÞeãse  ðñ�ío��.  Mo�e  äô��  o�¥  ¼�  �o��

Çeo�÷¥  �Ý��­g  ¼�  A�������¡  �£�  bo«�  oÞeãse£�.

ï����c������±
Write the word ‘multicultural’ three times, 
increasing the speed of your writing each time. 
Then check your slope by ruling lines along the 
downstrokes. Did you maintain a consistent slope?

ï����c������±
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Your next steps
Visit  

oup.com.au/handwriting
 
Talk to your local Oxford Education Consultant today  

oup.com.au/contact 

It all
starts
here

Keep in contact

	 oup.com.au

	 @OxfordAustralia

	 facebook.com/oupanz

	 blog.oup.com.au

	 Oxford University Press ANZ

Customer Service
Free Tel: 1300 650 616

Email: cs.au@oup.com


