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Please post questions in the ‘Q & A’ section as we talk and we will respond to 
them during the question time section at the end of the webinar. 
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Writing a new edition in 2020: Step 1 
 

• Start a syllabus check of  
the current edition in late  
December into January. 

 
• Couldn’t go outside because  

of bushfires and massive  
smoke danger. 
 

• The 2019/20 Summer of  
Bushfires was becoming 
part of our history. 
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Writing a new edition in 2020: Step 2 
 

• March to May: start serious  
updating of chapters and writing  
case studies. 
 

• Couldn’t go outside because we  
were moving into lockdown. 
 

• The 2020 COVID-19 pandemic  
was becoming part of our history. 
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Writing a new edition in 2020: Step 3 
 

• By the time I started going through the first round  
of edited manuscripts from the publisher in 
May/June, I could tentatively go outside. 
 

• The death of George Floyd on 25th May sent 
shockwaves around the world that had to be 
acknowledged. 
 

• #BlackLivesMatter was becoming part of our history. 



8 

• It’s important to note that at no 
time were we trying to write the 
history of 2020. That will be for 
another time and place. 
 

• But we realised that not including 
the events of 2020 would be like 
publishing a History book in 1944 
and not mentioning the war. 
Students are entitled to ask, ‘Can’t 
History help us make sense of our 
world?’ 

Writing a new edition in 2020 
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The goals for this new edition became: 
 
• To acknowledge the extraordinary events of 2020 and 

place them in a historical context that will help students 
make sense of a year that will be a reference point for the 
rest of their lives. 
 

• To make History an enjoyable and stimulating subject in 
the classroom. 
 

• To ensure that students see History as a continuum from 
Year 7 to Year 12, and have the opportunity to develop the 
appropriate knowledge, skills and understanding. 
 
 

Writing a new edition in 2020 



10 

• The new edition is not simply 
about gratuitously including a few 
2020 dates. 
 

• New scholarship and ideas are 
constantly informing the way we 
view the content of various 
syllabuses. 
 

Writing a new edition in 2020 
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We were able to integrate the knowledge and experience that 
students will be bringing into the classroom right across the 
series, including: 
 
• Year 7 Investigating the Ancient Past 

 
• Year 8 The Black Death in Asia, Europe and Africa 

 
• Year 9 The Industrial Revolution, Progressive Ideas,  

Making a Nation 
 

• Year 10 Rights and Freedoms, Popular Culture, The 
Environment Movement 
 

 

New and updated content 
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Year 7 Investigating the Ancient Past 
 
• 2019: addition of Indigenous aquaculture site – Budj Bim 

Cultural Landscape – to World Heritage List. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Bill Gammage (The Biggest Estate) and Bruce Pascoe  
(Dark Emu) 
 
 
 

 

New and updated content 
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Year 8 The Black Death in Asia, Europe and Africa 
 
• Connections between the Black Death and the COVID-19 

pandemic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New and updated content 
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Year 9 Making a Nation 
 
• The body of evidence and scholarship re-examining the 

notion of terra nullius. 
 

• Bill Gammage and Bruce Pascoe’s work in challenging the 
idea of an ‘empty land’. 
 

• Evidence of Indigenous agriculture and land management: 
 – regular fire-stick burnings 
 – the ‘Aboriginal grain belt’ (Dark Emu) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

New and updated content 
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Year 9 Making a Nation 
 
• Would your Year 9 students say there has never been slavery 

in Australia? 
 

• Case study: Mal Meninga and his search to understand his 
South Sea Islander ancestry. 
 

Year 9 Progressive Ideas and Movements: Capitalism 
 
• Case study – are we seeing the end of capitalism? Is this 

being accelerated by ‘external shocks’, such as the one we 
are living through now? 
 
 
 
 

 

New and updated content 
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Year 10 Rights and Freedoms 
 
• #BlackLivesMatter 

 
Year 10 Popular Culture 
 
• Reappraisal of Chris Lilley’s work  

after recent controversy. 
 

• Changes in the way we access  
popular culture – the last edition  
arrived at the same time as Netflix! 
 
 
 

 

New and updated content 
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Year 10 The Environment Movement 
 
• The bushfires of 2019/2020  

affected most of the state and  
will become another reference 
point in the lives of NSW students. 
 

• Environmental implications of 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
 

New and updated content 
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Year 10 The Environment Movement 
 
• Case study: Thunberg vs Trump, Davos 2020 
 

New and updated content 

‘No political ideology of economic structure 
has been able to tackle the climate and 
environmental emergency and create a 
cohesive and sustainable world.’ 
 

‘This is not a time for pessimism. This is a time for 
optimism. Fear and doubt is not a good thought 
process because this is a time for tremendous 
hope and joy and optimism and action.’ 
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Extracts from the 2019 Modern History examiners’ comments 
 
 

How do we help our students succeed  
in History? 

Avoid 
giving a 
narrative 

Use specific 
detail to 

support their 
response 

Make clear 
and direct 

links 

Make explicit 
reference where 

a source has 
been used 

Focus on 
answering the 

question,  not just 
writing everything 
they know related 

to the content 
point 
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How do we help our students succeed  
in History? 

THINK FOR THEMSELVES 

• The age of rote learning is over! 
 

• We have to teach our students to 

• The way to do this is through developing  
their understanding of the historical  
concepts and skills. 
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Historical skills and concepts: Stages 4 and 5 
 Skills 
Comprehension: chronology, terms, concepts 

Analysis and use of sources 

Perspectives and interpretation 

Empathetic understanding 

Research 

Explanation and communication 

Concepts 

Continuity and change 

Cause and effect 

Perspectives 

Empathetic understanding 

Significance 

Contestability 

Concepts 

Causation 

Continuity and change 

Perspectives 

Significance 

Contestability 

Skills 
Analysis and use of sources 

Historical interpretation 

Historical investigation and research 

Explanation and communication 

Historical skills and concepts: Stage 6 
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Year 7: Introducing Contestability  
 
• The Gwion Gwion rock paintings – different interpretations 
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Year 8: Perspectives 
 
• Understanding perspectives (and pandemics) through the Black Death 
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Year 9: Negotiating contestability 
 
• Dark Emu – Bruce Pascoe’s re-examination of colonial accounts  

of Australia’s First Peoples, contesting previously held beliefs. 
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Year 10: Learning to understand significance 
 
• Considering popular culture in a historical context 
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An example from Stage 6 (Key Features of Modern 
History 1) 
 
• Understanding today 
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An example from Stage 6 (Key Features of Modern 
History 2) 
 
• Thinking beyond the syllabus to enhance understanding – 

when Paul McCartney met Elizabeth Eckford and Thelma 
Mothershed Wair of the Little Rock Nine, after performing 
in Little Rock in 2016. 
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The end result? 
 
• Students who are better prepared 

for success in HSC History. 
 

• Students who think for 
themselves, have the skills and 
conceptual understanding to 
interpret their world, and 
negotiate the future based on 
their understanding of the past. 



Overview of Oxford Insight History for NSW 



30 

Contents: Years 7 and 8 



31 

Contents: Years 9 and 10 
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Contents: Stages 4 and 5 
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Learning sequence for each chapter 
structured around inquiry questions and 
content dot points taken from the syllabus.  

Case study in each chapter 
Checkpoint tasks at 
end of each section 
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Numbered topics support 
teaching and learning Syllabus dot points 

for each topic 

‘Spotlight’ highlights 
skills and concepts 

Visible thinking prompts 
encourage critical thinking 
and analysis 
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On-page glossary definitions 

Source study and 
Interpret questions 

Check Your Learning questions 
at the end of each topic 
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Checkpoint questions at 
end of each chapter, 
supported by differentiated 
worksheets 
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Case study for each chapter 



Sample content available now 

To access, visit oup.com.au/insight-hist 

Stage- and year-level 
Student book  
sample pages 
 
Teacher Dashboard 
samples 
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What’s in the Teacher obook? 
 
• Teaching program 
• Teacher notes 
• Student book questions and answers (Check Your 

Learning, Interpret, Checkpoint) 
• Differentiated Checkpoint worksheets and answers 
• Rich tasks and answers 
• Differentiated assess quizzes and markbook 
• Quizlet  
• Flashcard glossary 
• Weblinks 
• Interactives 
• BLMs (blank maps) 
• Course planner 
• Scope and sequence 



Quizlet and Markbook 

Chapter 1 Investigating the ancient past 



Oxford Insight History for NSW Stages 4 and 5 
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Format Price 
Student book + obook assess 
Print book with 24 months’ digital access included 

PRINT + DIGITAL $94.95 

Student obook assess 
Digital book with 24 months’ digital access included 

DIGITAL $74.95 

Student obook assess MULTI 
Digital book that includes 3 x 24 months’ digital access 

DIGITAL $84.95 

Teacher obook assess* 
Digital book that includes access to additional teacher 
only resources. Ongoing access. 

DIGITAL $499.95 

* FREE ongoing access to 
Teacher obook assess with 
booklist or class set 
purchase. 
 
If your school has a different 
purchasing model, ask our 
team about options. 



Oxford Insight History for NSW Years 7–10  
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Format Price 
Student book + obook assess 
Print book with 12 months’ digital access included 

PRINT + DIGITAL $64.95 

Student obook assess 
Digital book with 12 months’ digital access included 

DIGITAL $44.95 

Student obook assess MULTI 
Digital book that includes 3 x 12 months’ digital access 

DIGITAL $54.95 

Teacher obook assess* 
Digital book that includes access to additional teacher 
only resources. Ongoing access. 

DIGITAL $299.95 

* FREE ongoing access to 
Teacher obook assess with 
booklist or class set 
purchase. 
 
If your school has a different 
purchasing model, ask our 
team about options. 



Q & A 



What’s next? 

Contact your Education Consultant 
To learn more about Oxford Insight History for 
NSW Second Edition, or to arrange to view full 
sample pages, please contact your local 
Secondary Education Consultant: 

oup.com.au/contact 



Your local Secondary Education Consultants 

Caly James 
Secondary Sales Manager 
caly.james@oup.com 
0413 745 855 

Sandra McLachlan 
Secondary Sales Consultant 
sandra.mclachlan@oup.com 
0411 759 608 

Catherine Stephenson 
State Sales Manager 
catherine.stephenson@oup.com 
0404 021 237 



Thank you for 
attending 
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