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YOUR 7–9 ENGLISH DIFF ERE
Managing mixed-ability classrooms can be challenging.
You want all your students to succeed. We can help
you make a difference.

U N I T 1 1 A : PUNCTUATING SENTENCES

in Focus
5 Is there a chance of rain

Punctuation marks give structure and meaning to your writing and allow readers to understand it
more easily.
• A full stop (.) is used at the end of a sentence.

• A comma (,) indicates a pause or a break in a sentence. It is also used when a new idea is
introduced in a sentence.

E

2 We will need some pasta tomatoes minced beef garlic and an onion to make spaghetti
bolognese.

We will need to stop at the supermarket, the library and the petrol station.

Without commas, sentences are unclear and confusing. Imagine these sentences without
commas!
Let’s eat, Grandma!

I love cooking, my family and pets.

3 While most of the students were pretty happy to watch the film Murray would have preferred
to work on his assignment.
4 Samira asked ‘When will you get home?’

5 The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe is a really enjoyable book.

Your Turn 11.3

• A question mark (?) is used to end a sentence when a question is being asked.
Would you like to see a movie?

Your Turn 11.2
1 In the afternoon after the rain stopped we went outside.

A comma can introduce speech and show direct speech in a sentence.
‘I’ll see you at eight o’clock tonight,’ said Ellen

7 That’s disgusting

These sentences are confusing! Insert commas so that each sentence makes sense.

My sister, who has just bought a car, is going to pick me up later.

Commas are also used to separate items in a list.

6 My cousin Jasper lives down that road

8 How long have you been collecting footy cards

I’m going to the shopping centre after school.

Rewrite this passage adding punctuation marks as needed. Make sure you use a capital letter to
begin each sentence.

PL

Oxford MyEnglish
Queensland is an
integrated print and
digital solution for
students of Australian
Curriculum English.
Specifically developed
to cater to mixed-ability
classrooms, Oxford
MyEnglish offers an
engaging and accessible
approach to English
grammar and skills.

Grammar and skills are introduced
with an explanation and examples
of usage, then followed by a variety
of student tasks.

Workbook content is
delivered in 20 highly
structured units.

• An exclamation mark (!) is used at the end of a sentence to add emphasis and express a
strong emotion.
Sounds great! I’d love to!

my suitcase was packed and I was ready for the trip ‘do you have everything you need’ asked
my mother ‘yes I have T-shirts shorts a towel swimmers and goggles’ I replied she looked
quizzically at me ‘are you planning to sleep at all do you think you might need some pyjamas’
‘ha’ I exclaimed ‘sleep is for the weak’

Your Turn 11.1

Punctuate each sentence with either a full stop, a question mark or an exclamation mark.
1 Can you tell me where the nearest police station is

It enables you to:

2 There will always be next year
3 You’ve won a brand new car

4 The majority of the children were bored

PART B: ORGANISING WORDS AND IDEAS – PUNCTUATION

Appropriately levelled
content enables students to
progress with ease.

M

• access all Oxford
MyEnglish content
and resources across
years 7–9 in one place

44

SA

• utilise the additional
content, which
provides support
down to year 5 and
up to year 10

03_MYENG7_QLD_SB_OB_AS_UPS_06663_TXT_SI.indd 44-45

• select content and
resources appropriate
for each student in
your class
• assign work
and assessment
and monitor student
and class progress.

UNIT 11A: PUNCTUATING SENTENCES

Exploration of grammar
in the context of topical
text extracts.

U N I T 1 1 B : PUNCTUATING SENTENCES

45
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in Context
Context

The Hobbit

5 Highlight all of the punctuation marks in the extract.

JRR Tolkien

Suddenly he heard a screech. It sent a shiver down his back. Gollum was cursing and wailing away
in the gloom, not very far off by the sound of it. He was on his island, scrabbling here and there,
searching and seeking in vain.

6 What is the main thing you notice about the punctuation in the conversation between Gollum
and Bilbo? Which punctuation marks are used the most frequently in their dialogue?

‘Where is it? Where iss it?’ Bilbo heard him crying. ‘Losst it is, my precious, lost, lost! Curse and
crush us, my precious is lost!’
‘What’s the matter?’ Bilbo called. ‘What have you lost?’

‘It mustn’t ask us,’ shrieked Gollum. ‘Not its business, no, gollum! It’s losst, gollum, gollum,
gollum.’

7 What is the effect of the exclamation marks used in the extract?

‘Well so am I,’ cried Bilbo, ‘and I want to get unlost. And I won the game, and you promised. So
come along! Come and let me out, and then go on with your looking!’
Utterly miserable as Gollum sounded, Bilbo could not find much pity in his heart, and he had a
feeling that anything Gollum wanted so much could hardly be something good.
(Unwin Books, 1974, pp. 75–6)

8 Write a paragraph about a time you have lost a possession that was precious to you. Be
careful to use punctuation correctly.

YouR Turn 11.4
Comprehension
1 What has Gollum lost?

2 Describe Gollum’s emotional response to this loss. How is he feeling?

3 What does Bilbo want from Gollum?

4 What is Bilbo’s opinion of the object that Gollum has lost?

upskill 11/12
punctuation
46
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Upskill digital modules provide extra
support and consolidation as necessary,
including detailed video tutorials.
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IFF ERENTIATION SOLUTION
Oxford MyEnglish gives teachers and students
access to an unprecedented amount of
digital content, all in one place.

PL

SA

Upskill
modules
include video
tutorials
to engage
students.

M

Interactive
digital Upskill
modules help
students build
confidence in
understanding
key skills.

E

Comprehensive
grammar and
skills coverage
in an accessible
workbook
format, as well
as in a digital
obook.

NGL ISH QUEENSLAND
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Australian
Curriculum codes,
teaching notes and
tips are provided
for each unit.

Answers are
provided for
each unit.

Access all material
for years 5–10 in
the same place,
with ease.
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U N I T 1 A : CONCRETE, ABSTRACT AND COLLECTIVE NOUNS
Common nouns name ordinary things such as places, people, feelings, ideas and things. They
can be further categorised as concrete, abstract or collective.
• A concrete noun names anything that you can physically see, hear, touch, taste or smell.
•	An abstract noun names qualities, feelings or ideas. A modal noun is an abstract noun that
expresses the possibility or probability of something occurring.
certainty, likelihood, chance, possibility, requirement

• A collective noun is a noun that names groups or collections of things.
team, class, group, gaggle (of geese), herd (of sheep)

E

Noun phrases

PL

Nouns are individual words but they are often combined with other words to form noun phrases.
A noun phrase is a noun plus a determiner and/or a modifier.
•	A determiner can be an article (the, a, an); a personal or possessive pronoun (this, that, his,
hers) or a number (ten, two, three). The determiner determines what the noun is.
She caught a great wave on the boogie board.

M

•	A modifier is an adjective, adjectival phrase or prepositional phrase that gives more specific
information about the noun.

SA

some apples, dark room, difficult essay, the boy who gave me this

Your turn 1.1

1 Choose the correct concrete or abstract noun from the list and write it into the appropriate
space in this passage. Some words are used more than once.
game  teams  full time  morning  opportunities  win  attacks
The

[C/A] had been a close one, with both

[C/A] playing well and scoring in the first half. The Blues had played a more attacking
[C/A], with their centre midfield running hard all
However, the Cougars had made better use of their
converting more forward
all

[C/A], and now as

were clearly weary but all desperate for a

[C/A].
[C/A],

[C/A] into goals. Both teams had defended well
[C/A] approached, the players
[C/A].

2 Now, read through your completed passage and decide whether each noun is an abstract
noun (A) or a concrete noun (C).
2

PART A: using words – Nouns
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IN FOCUS
Your turn 1.2
Decide whether each noun is a concrete or abstract noun. Write your answer in the space
provided and then identify whether it is collective (C), modal (M) or neither (N).
1 competition

C/M/N

5 possibility

C/M/N

2 probability

C/M/N

6 classroom

C/M/N

3 flock

C/M/N

7 illness

C/M/N

4 police

C/M/N

8 dancer

C/M/N

E

Your turn 1.3

congregation

herd

raft

PL

Choose a collective noun from the list and place it next to its appropriate noun. You may need to
do some research.
mob

plague

pod

wisdom

nest

of ducks

5

of alligators

2

of locusts

6

of toads

of emus

7

of antelope

of whales

8

of wombats

M

1

3

SA

4

Your turn 1.4

1 Add an appropriate determiner and adjective modifier to each of the nouns. An example has
been done for you.
our massive ship
a

distance

d

mountain

b

Melbourne

e

class

c

phone call

f

flight

2 Highlight the modifier in each of these noun phrases.
a an interesting book

d our newly refurbished fireplace

b two floating clouds

e the other side

c the ceiling that was cracked

f Henry’s shed that was orange
UNIT 1A: CONCRETE, ABSTRACT AND COLLECTIVE NOUNS
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UNIT 1B: CONCRETE, ABSTRACT AND COLLECTIVE NOUNS
They Came on Viking Ships
Jackie French
Once the wound was bound and the boy had stopped
snivelling, the witch accepted a horn of ale and a barley
cake with cheese and looked around the hut.
A witch doesn’t ask for a fee. People give what they like,
but if you don’t give her what she wants a storm will blow up next time your man is out fishing and
the sea will have his bones. Or that was what the witch hoped you would think.

E

There’s wasn’t much to see inside the hut –just the peat fire glowing and the iron pot simmering
with stew for the evening, the fish hung up from the rafters to dry, and the chief’s fine hunting dog
with all her little puppies crawling round her lying in the corner by the hearth.
‘Would you name the puppies for us, Tikka?’ asked the chief’s wife.

PL

Old Tikka laughed and picked up one of the puppies. It growled, and tried to lick her nose. ‘I’ll call
this one Courage,’ she said.
‘That’s the dog for me then,’ said Bran boastfully. He was the tallest boy in the village, and the
strongest, with thick brown plaits to his waist. His father had promised him the pick of the litter.

SA

Comprehension

M

Your turn 1.5

(Harper Collins, 2005, pp. 1–2)

1 What is the name of the witch?


2 What does she accept as payment for treating the boy’s wound?


3 Why do people feel compelled to give things to the witch, even though she doesn’t ask for them?


4 What does the chief’s wife ask the witch to do?


5 Why do you think the witch names the first puppy Courage?


4

PART A: using words – Nouns
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IN CONTEXT
6

Why does Bran claim that Courage is the dog for him? What does this tell you about his
character?

Context
Highlight all of the proper nouns in the extract in one colour and all of the common nouns in
another colour.

8

What does the narrator mean by ‘Or that was what the witch hoped you would think.’?

9

What does this tell you about the narrator’s character?

PL

E

7

a the peat fire
b the iron pot

M

10 Highlight the noun, underline the determiner and put a box around the modifier in each of
these noun phrases from the extract.

c the fish hung up from the rafters

f thick brown plaits to his waist
g the pick of the litter

SA

d her little puppies

e the tallest boy in the village

11 This extract is from the start of They Came on Viking Ships. Look at the list of nouns and noun
phrases. What does the author want you to learn about the time and place where the novel
is set?
witch

horn of ale

barley cake with cheese

hut

peat fire

sea

12 List three other proper nouns that French could have used instead of Courage that would not
alter the meaning of what Bran says at the end of the extract.

upskill 1/2
nouns
UNIT 1B: CONCRETE, ABSTRACT AND COLLECTIVE NOUNS
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U N I T 2 A : NOUNS AND NO MINALISATION

Noun

admit

admission

apply

application

explain

explanation

discover

discovery

deny

denial

Adjective

Noun

beautiful

beauty

dangerous

danger

religious

religion

venomous

venom

M

wealthy

PL

Verb

E

Nominalisation is the process of turning a verb, adjective or adverb into a noun, often an abstract
noun. Nominalisation helps tighten your writing because it condenses your language and helps
you to minimise repetition or unnecessary words. This table gives you examples of how nouns
are formed from verbs and adjectives.

wealth

SA

You will see that in the examples below, the nominalised phrase is not a full sentence, whereas
the initial phrase is.

6

The writer attempts (verb) to
persuade the reader.

could become

The writer’s attempt (abstract
noun) to persuade the reader …

Kai confessed (verb) that he
hated moving from Brisbane to
Melbourne.

could become

Kai’s confession (abstract noun)
that he hated moving from
Brisbane to Melbourne …

The problem was a complex
(adjective) one.

could become

The complexity (abstract noun) of
the problem …

Mrs Liariakos has written a
letter to the soccer committee
to explain to them that the
tournament next weekend has
been cancelled.

could become

Mrs Liariakos’s letter to the
soccer committee explains the
cancellation of next weekend’s
tournament.

PART A: USING WORDS – NOUNS
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IN FOCUS
Your turn 2.1
Turn the following verbs and adjectives into abstract nouns by nominalising them. An example
has been done for you.
new → newness
5 expand

2 active

6 desirable

3 duplicate

7 rotate

4 divide

8 implicated

E

1 vary

PL

Your turn 2.2

Nominalise the following sentences by turning the verb in bold into an abstract noun. You may
need to change other words in the sentence, or the word order, to make it work grammatically.
An example has been done for you.

M

Our research enabled us to formulate our project question.
Our research enabled the formulation of our project question.

SA

1 Scientists experiment to support or disprove their hypotheses.

2 There was evidence that different members were treated differently.

3 We admire people who do something useful with their lives.

4 Generational mutation allows species to adapt to their environment.

UNIT 2A: NOUNS AND NOMINALISATION
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IN CONTEXT
Context
7

Highlight all of the abstract nouns in the extract in one colour and all of the concrete nouns
in a different colour.

8

What does the noun ‘shadows’ tell you about the strength of the moonlight?

9

Nominalise the following verbs and adjectives from the extract.
easier → ease
a run

E

b discovered
d crept

PL

c still

SA

M

10 French uses both the abstract noun ‘hunger’ and the adjective ‘hungry’ to describe how
Hekja is feeling. Find the two sentences in which these words are used and rewrite them,
reversing the abstract noun and adjective. Use the adjective ‘hungry’ in the first sentence,
and the abstract noun ‘hunger’ in the second. You will need to adjust the wording of each
sentence to make sure it is grammatically correct.

11 The clause ‘her eyes grew used to the dimness’ is nominalised.
a What adjective is the un-nominalised form of dimness?
b Rewrite the sentence using the un-nominalised adjective, rather than the abstract noun
‘dimness’.

upskill 1/2
nouns
UNIT 2B: NOUNS AND NOMINALISATION
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U N I T 2 B : NOUNS AND NO MINALISATION
They Came on Viking Ships
Jackie French
Hekja followed him. The moonlight cast shadows on the grass as Snarf began to run. Hekja tied
her skirts about her waist and ran too. It was hard at first avoiding the clumps of heather. But as the
moon rose higher it grew easier. If she looked at the ground, Hekja discovered, and not the moonlit
sky, her eyes grew used to the dimness.
Deep into the night they ran. A lone deer saw them and ran off, with Snarf following. For a
moment Hekja thought Snarf might bring it down. But the deer was too fast, and Snarf was too
young, Hekja realised, to bring down a full-grown deer.

E

Hekja could feel hunger nibble at her tummy. And if she was hungry, what must Snarf feel like,
she wondered. Then suddenly Snarf stopped, as still as the mountain crags about them. He sniffed,
then crept forward, his nose to the ground.

PL

(Harper Collins, 2005. p. 30)

Comprehension

M

Your turn 2.3

1 What does Snarf chase into the night?

SA



2 What do you think Snarf is?


3 How does Hekja make her eyes get used to the dimness?


4 How does the author describe how still Snarf becomes?



5 Why do you think Snarf has stopped?



6 Is it a bright or very dark night? How do you know?


8

PART A: using words – Nouns
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