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Informative texts linked to the science curriculum

With each title clearly linked to the science curriculum, WorldWise is a high-interest  
literacy program that encourages inquiry and  questioning, while extending knowledge  
in science and a range of STEM topics linked to the curriculum.

WorldWise teaches reading strategies simultaneously with natural, earth and  
physical science concepts. Lesson Plans for each text establish a reading focus  
with explicit links to the science curriculum.

Students will develop strategies and skills to read informative texts across a  
range of text types while they learn to become informative text writers.

WorldWise

Informative 
texts are linked to 

specific curriculum 
understandings.

WorldWise features:
yy  �Links to the science curriculum (natural, physical  

and earth sciences).
yy �Content that will immediately engage students and  

reflect the diversity of the world students live in.
yy Graphical devices and striking photographs  

to support the content.
yy Research opportunities with Find out more and Think about boxes.
yy Texts that introduce and revisit themes and concepts across the  

reading stages, and build on initial concepts with increasing complexity.
yy A variety of text types.
yy Digital support – WorldWise Investigations.
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WorldWise Lesson Plans: 
yy �Establish a reading focus with explicit links to the science curriculum for each book.
yy Teach reading strategies simultaneously with science concepts. 
yy Provide practical, systematic easy-to-implement instruction.
yy Integrate oral language, comprehension, vocabulary development, fluency and writing.
yy Include ongoing assessment and follow-up activities.

Online Investigations available at www.worldwise-investigations.com.au
WorldWise Investigations is a web-based tool that provides extension activities for titles 
in the program. It encourages exploration of content linked to curriculum outcomes in a 
deeper more hands-on way. Students are supported with a framework that encourages 
investigation and inquiry.

Investigations Framework
yy Questioning and predicting
yy Planning and conducting
yy Processing and analysing data and information
yy Evaluating
yy Communicating

Where does a river 
begin?
Rivers usually start high up in 
mountains, where there is much more 
rainfall than on flatter, lower plains.  
As moist air currents rise from the 
ocean to the land, they can meet 
the side of a mountain and bounce 
upwards.  The air becomes cooler, 
clouds form, and then rain falls.  This 
rainwater runs downhill.  In some high 
places, the cold air forms snow, which 
is a solid form of rainwater.  As some 
of this snow melts, it flows downhill.  
Melting glacial ice also adds to the 
volume of water flowing downhill.  
All this moving freshwater eventually 
forms a river.

A wide, deep canyon
In the state of Arizona, 
in the United States, 
the Colorado River runs 
through a deep trench for 
1,600 kilometres.  The 
deepest gorge made by the 
Colorado River is the Grand 
Canyon, at a maximum of 
more than 1.6 kilometres 
deep and 29 kilometres 
wide.  The trip from top to 
bottom of this canyon and 
back again is a two-day 
journey on foot or by mule.

Chapter 

1
All rainwater runs downhill.  As it falls on the ground and runs 
downhill, it is called run-off.  It runs into rivers and streams.   
Rivers are the main force in changing the shape of the land.

Where does rainfall come from?
Rain comes from clouds in the sky.  But how did it get there?

The sun’s heat evaporates water in oceans, rivers, lakes and plants 
turning it into water vapour in the air.  The water vapour rises high 
into the sky and forms clouds.  As more and more moisture builds 
up in the clouds, it starts to fall as rain, snow or ice.

This falling rain, snow or ice makes up all the freshwater on  
our planet.  It is an essential part of our lives and the lives of all 
other living things.

The water cycle

Precipitation

Run-off

Evaporation

What happens 
when it rains?
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Habitat Food Beak Shell shape Feet

Turtles

Sea turtles

Aquatic – Seawater 
mostly, lay eggs on land

Carnivores: some species 
eat sea creatures
Herbivores: some species 
eat sea grasses
Omnivores: some species 
eat both sea grasses and 
sea creatures

Shape is adapted to  
the type of food each 
species eats

Streamlined for swimming Flippers, with one  
or two claws on the  
front flippers

Freshwater 
turtles

Aquatic – Fresh water 
mainly, some time on land

Omnivores: small fish, 
insects and vegetation

Powerful jaws and  
a hooked beak

Streamlined for swimming Webbed feet  
and long claws

Terrapins
Semi-aquatic – Mix of 
fresh water and salt 
water, lay eggs on land

Omnivores: small 
invertebrates, sea 
vegetation

Strong jaws for  
crushing shells

Streamlined for swimming Webbed feet  
and long claws

Tortoises Land Herbivores: cacti, grasses, 
fruit and other vegetation

Short beak for chewing 
tough plants in dry places

High domed shell Short stumpy legs, sturdy 
flat feet with claws

Chapter 1

Shells on  
their backs
Turtles and tortoises are reptiles.  Like all reptiles, they 
have a backbone and scaly skin, and they are cold-blooded.  
This means that their body temperature is the same as the 
water or air that surrounds them.

What makes turtles and tortoises different from all other 
reptiles is that they have a large shell on their back. 

Turtles and tortoises – 
what’s the difference?
There are many differences between turtles and 
tortoises.  These include their size, the shape 
and hardness of their shells, their beaks, their 
feet and legs, and what they need to survive.

But the main difference is where they spend 
most of their time.  Turtles live in water, either 
seawater or fresh water.  Tortoises live on land.

Find  
out  
more
Turtles and tortoises 
are reptiles.  Can  
you name some  
other reptiles?
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Leopard tortoise
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Science Curriculum links
Australia
• �SS01.4 World views recognise the dependence of living things on 

healthy ecosystems, and value diversity and social justice
• �SS01.5 World views are formed by experiences at personal, 

local, national and global levels, and are linked to individual and 
community

• 	�UIS (ACSHE083) Scientific knowledge is used to predict possible 
effects of human and other activity and to develop management 
plans or alternative technologies that minimise these effects

Science Curriculum links
Australia
• PS (ACSSU76) Forces can be exerted by one object on another
• PS (ACSSU76) Effect of friction on different surfaces
• PS (ACUSSU76) Effect of forces on the behaviour of an object

Science Curriculum links
Australia
• 	�BS (ACSSU44) Living things can be grouped on basis of observable 

features and distinguished from non-living things
• 	�BS (ACSSU44) Characteristics of living things such as growing, 

moving, sensitivity and reproducing
• 	�SS01.2 All life forms, including human life, are connected through 

ecosystems on which they depend for their wellbeing

Science Curriculum links
Australia
• 	�NDS (ACSHE034) Science involves observing, asking questions 

about, and describing changes in, objects and events 
New Zealand
• 	�PW: Explore, describe, and represent patterns and trends for 

everyday examples of physical phenomena
• 	�PEB Investigate the water cycle and its effect on climate, landforms 

and life

FLUENT PLUS READING  STAGE YEAR 3

This season is their main chance to build up the 
body fat they have lost during the long winter 
hibernation when they cannot feed.

But the earth is getting warmer.  The sea ice 
now melts earlier in the spring and freezes again 
later in autumn. The seal-hunting season is much 
shorter and this is threatening the survival of these 
magnificent bears.

Without sea ice, food is very scarce in the summer.   
Many bears will starve before the sea freezes and 
they can hunt seals again.  Females cannot raise 
healthy cubs without enough body fat.  Their 
need for food brings more bears into contact with 
humans, which is often dangerous for the bears and 
sometimes for the humans.

Polar bears
Polar bears are only found in the Arctic Circle.  
Their bodies are well adapted to cold temperatures, 
and they can move across ice, snow and through 
very cold water.  

The main food for this large predator is seals.  
Seals swim much faster than polar bears, so they 
are rarely caught by the bears in the water.  But 
seals like to come out of the water to rest on the 
sea ice.  When they sense danger, they quickly 
move back to the safety of the water.

During spring, before the sea ice melts, the bears 
are able to catch the seals.

What can be 
done?
Stopping or at least 
slowing the increase in 
the earth’s temperature 
is the only action likely 
to help the polar bear to 
survive.

The bears use their acute sense of smell 
to locate seals.  They sneak up on the 
unsuspecting seals until they get quite close.  
The polar bear makes a violent charge to 
grab the seal before it escapes into the water.  

Animals with uncertain futures

Mother polar bear and cub 
walking on Arctic ice.

A r c t i c  C i r c l e

14 15

Activity card

Xx

Xxxxxxxxx

Lesson Plan
Going, Going, Gone? discusses the reasons why animals become 
extinct. Using detailed case studies, it reports on a range of 
animals that are threatened, and the various reasons why this is 
the case. The book also highlights animals that have been helped 
by people and reports on how these species are rebuilding their 
numbers.

Informative text types:  
Explanation/Report 

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• BS (ACSSU44) Living things can be grouped on basis of observable features and distinguished 
from non-living things

• BS (ACSSU44) Characteristics of living things such as growing, moving, sensitivity and 
reproducing

• SS01.2 All life forms, including human life, are connected through ecosystems on which they 
depend for their wellbeing

New Zealand

• LW: There are life processes common to all living things and that these occur in different ways 

• LW: How living things are suited to their particular habitat and how they respond to 
environmental changes, both natural and human-induced 

• LW: Groups of living things in our world have changed over long periods of time 

Key concepts 
• When the environment changes some animals survive or reproduce, others relocate or adapt, and 

some die 

• Humans have changed the environment, and this has led to some animals becoming endangered 
or extinct

• Some people are helping to save threatened animal species 

Content vocabulary 
adapt, breeding, captivity, climate, critically endangered, endangered, environment, extinct, habitat, 
harpoons, hibernation, native, population, predators, prey, refuges, resources, species, survival, 
threatened, vaccine

Text features
• Photographic tables, captions, text boxes, maps, sidebars, glossary

Reading strategy
• Identifying the main idea 

Graphic Organiser: What’s the main idea?

Name/s: 

Identify the main ideas and write them under the appropriate headings. 

WorldWise Lesson Plan Going, Going, Gone?  © 2019 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Chapter 1: Why do animals become extinct?

Main ideas
Tasmanian devils

Amur leopards

Polar bears

Whooping cranes

Whales
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FLUENT READING  STAGE YEAR 2

Ice and snow, as well as wind and rain can make new 

shapes on mountains and the land below them.   

Glaciers

A glacier is like a river of ice.  

When snow falls and the wind blows high up in the 

mountains, snow can pile up and turn into ice.  The 

pile can become so heavy that the ice starts to move 

downhill.  The moving ice is called a glacier.

A glacier moves very slowly.  The heavy ice tears off 

rocks and makes big holes and valleys in the land.  

When rain falls in these holes and valleys, a new lake 

or river is made.  

As the glacier moves down to where the weather is 

warmer, it begins to melt.  Large piles of rocks are 

left where the glacier’s ice has melted away.

Glacier

Chapter

2 Mountain erosion

10 11

Activity card

Xx

Xxxxxxxxx

Lesson Plan
The Changing Shape of the Land explores 
the ways that moving water, wind, ice 
and snow shape the landscape. 

Informative text types:  
Explanation/Description

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• NDS (ACSHE034) Science involves observing, asking questions about, and describing 
changes in, objects and events 

New Zealand

• PW: Explore, describe, and represent patterns and trends for everyday examples 
of physical phenomena

• PEB Investigate the water cycle and its effect on climate, landforms and life

Key concepts 
• Wind, water, ice and snow erode the landscape, causing the shape of the landscape to change.

• The shape of the land is constantly changing.

Content vocabulary 
avalanches, carve, cliffs, coastline, desert, erosion, glacier, landslide, rock pools, rocky platforms,  
sand dunes, sandstorm, valleys, wash, worn away

Text features
• Chapters with headings and sub-headings

• Text boxes, labels

• Glossary and index

Reading strategy
• Identifying the structural pattern – cause and effect

Blackline Master: Erosion close to home

WorldWise Lesson Plan The Changing Shape of the Land © 2020 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Name/s: 

Find a photograph or draw a picture of a local place where erosion has taken place.

Write a sentence and label the picture to show what has made this erosion happen.

Draw a second picture to show what you think this place will look like in 100 years if the 
erosion continues.

Now

In 100 years
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ADVANCED FLUENT READING  STAGE YEAR 4

Forces in action: Contact and  
non-contact forces
We know that without forces, nothing moves.  There has to be 
a force from a push or a pull.  A ball sitting on a field will stay 
there unless some force moves it.  Maybe a gust of wind will 
push the ball, or someone will kick it, but without a force, the 
ball will remain still.

When you push or pull something you touch it with your hand 
or your foot or something else, such as a bat.  You make 
contact with it. 

Pushing and pulling are contact forces.

A kick is one example of a contact force.  For a brief moment 
your foot touches the ball.  Your foot slows down a little and 
the ball speeds up a lot.  The harder you kick, the further the 
ball will go.

Gravity
But some forces work without objects touching each other.  
These are called non-contact forces. 

You experience non-contact forces all of the time.

You can’t see gravity.  You can’t smell it.  You can’t touch 
or hear it.  You definitely can’t taste it.  Gravity almost 
seems like magic. 

Of course, gravity is not magic.  Gravity is just another force, 
and even though you can’t see it, gravity affects almost 
everything you do. It’s one of nature’s most basic laws.

Gravity is a force that pulls objects towards each other, even 
if they’re not touching each other.  The bigger the object, the 
more force it exerts.  

Making things move

Think about …

Why aren’t you floating in space?  Maybe 
that seems like a silly question.  But really 
think about it.  You’re not tied to the 
ground.  You don’t have magnets on your 
feet.  Yet you’re not floating in the air, either.  
Something is holding you down.  What is it?  
And how does it work?  It’s gravity. Gravity is 
why people don’t float off the earth.

The earth is much bigger than 
you, so it pulls you towards it 
and you don’t fly off into space!

8 9

Activity card

Xx

Xxxxxxxxx

Lesson Plan
Everything Moves explores how the laws of motion are seen in 
everyday events such as kicking a ball, sledding, sailing and 
roller-coasting. The book focuses on how contact and non-
contact contact forces lead to movement and how this movement 
interacts with the force of gravity and the effects of friction. It 
also introduces magnetism.

Informative text types:  
Explanation/Report

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links
Australia

• PS (ACSSU76) Forces can be exerted by one object on another

• PS (ACSSU76) Effect of friction on different surfaces

• PS (ACUSSU76) Effect of forces on the behaviour of an object
New Zealand

• PW: The patterns associated with physical phenomena found in everyday situations involving 
movement, forces, electricity and magnetism, light, sound, waves and heat

• PW: The effect of forces (contact and non-contact) on the motion of objects

Key concepts 
• All movement happens because of the application of a force

• Gravity is a force that exists between all things

• Pushes and pulls must overcome gravity and friction to move objects

Content vocabulary 
acting, cancel, combined, energy, exert, forces, friction, glide, gravity, hulls, invisible, laws of nature, 
movement, plunge, pull, push, rubbing, sledding, slide, smooth, suspense 

Text features
• Text boxes, captions, sidebar, glossary 

Reading strategy
• Using a range of word-solving strategies 

Graphic Organiser: Unlocking words

Name/s: 

As you read, notice any words that you don’t know, are unsure of, or need to think about. Practise 
using word-solving strategies to learn these words.
After reading, check the word’s meaning in a dictionary.

WorldWise Lesson Plan Everything Moves  © 2019 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Word-solving strategies I used (check one or more)

Word I didn’t 
know or was 
unsure of

Reread and/or 
summarised

Thought about 
what would 
make sense

Checked the 
letters or letter 
chunks

Used glossary, 
pictures 
or other 
information on 
the page

Linked to a 
word I knew

(list the word)

Other

(list what you 
did)
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ADVANCED FLUENT READING  STAGE YEAR 5

Silent Spring
In 1962, Carson published her research findings in 
the book Silent Spring.  She chose the title Silent 
Spring because she wanted people to think about a 
world where there were no birds because of DDT.  
There would be no birdsong.

Unhatched birds’ eggs 
damaged by DDTMany farmers, scientists and chemical companies, 

however, voiced strong opposition to Carson’s 
book.  They wanted to keep using DDT because it 
protected their crops and increased crop production.  
They said that Carson’s research was inaccurate.  

Carson examines a sea 
specimen for the effects 
of DDT.

These sprays, dusts, and aerosols are now applied almost 

universally to farms, gardens, forests, and homes – non-

selective chemicals that have the power to kill every insect, the 

“good” and the “bad,” to still the song of birds and the leaping of fish in 

the streams, to coat the leaves with a deadly film, and to linger on in soil – 

all this though the intended target may be only a few weeds or insects.

Rachel Carson, Silent Spring

Silent Spring quickly became an 
international bestseller.  The use of DDT 
and other chemical pesticides became a 
public issue, and people started a campaign 
to stop their use.  As a result, in 1963, 
the US government reviewed the use of 
pesticides on crops.  

At the time of Carson’s death in 1964, over 
a million copies of Silent Spring had been 
sold, and her research helped change the 
law.  The US Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) was established and 
in  1972, it banned the use of DDT in the 
United States.  Groups around the world 
took similar action and DDT was banned 
in Australia in 1987.

The poison cycle

DDT is sprayed on crop plant.

Insects eat the plants sprayed with DDT.

Small animals and birds eat the insects.

Bald eagles and peregrine falcons eat 
the small animals and birds.

10 11

Rachel Carson

Activity card

Xx

Xxxxxxxxx

Lesson Plan
Science for the People recounts the exceptional achievements of 
scientists Rachel Carson and Sally Ride. It examines how both 
women achieved success in their field of study and made their 
scientific ideas accessible and engaging to young people through 
social media channels. The book also introduces readers to 
science projects that everyone can participate in.

Informative text types:  
Recount/Report/Explanation 

Science Curriculum links
• Australia

• SS01.4 World views recognise the dependence of living things on healthy ecosystems, and value 
diversity and social justice

• SS01.5 World views are formed by experiences at personal, local, national and global levels, and 
are linked to individual and community

• UIS (ACSHE083) Scientific knowledge is used to predict possible effects of human and other 
activity and to develop management plans or alternative technologies that minimise these effects

New Zealand

• NS: Scientists’ investigations are informed by current scientific theories and aim to collect 
evidence that will be interpreted through processes of logical argument

• PEB: The interactions between the solar, lunar and Earth cycles and the effect of these on Earth

Key concepts 
• Some scientists, such as Rachel Carson and Sally Ride, have shared their knowledge with the world 

in interesting and engaging ways

• Modern technologies have made science more accessible to all people

• By making science available to everyone, scientists have a better chance of creating positive changes

Content vocabulary 
astronaut, astronomers, atmosphere, biologist, biology, calcium, campaign, classify, culled, DDT, 
design, expedition, experiment, explanations, feral, hypotheses, inventions, laboratories, legacy, 
nebulas, observations, ozone layer, pesticide, physics, posthumously, press conference, research, 
robotic, satellites, space shuttle, specimen, technology

Text features
• Diagrams, captions, time line, text boxes, glossary

Reading strategy
• Comparing and contrasting information

Graphic Organiser: What’s the same? What’s different?

Name/s: 

Compare and contrast these scientists. 

WorldWise Lesson Plan Science for the People  © 2019 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Rachel Carson Sally Ride

Compare and contrast the projects in chapter 3.

What do the projects have in common? In what ways are the projects different?
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* Levels indicated by letters N–V are comparable to the Guided Reading levels of Fountas and Pinnell.

The Nature of Our World Relationships, Roles, Responsibilities Change and Continuity

Our Changing World Homes and Shelters Survival and Safety

Interdependence Earth and Human Activity Environments

Titles linked to the science curriculum

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™
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How Do Things Change?

9781760868642

Explanation
How Do Plants Grow Here?

9781760868505

Report/Description
Robots

9781760868635

Report/Description
Sharing Our Yard

9781760868659

Explanation/Description
Majestic Mountains

9781760868628

Explanation
Silkworms

9781760868444

Explanation
Killer Plants

9781760868437

Explanation
Making Work Easy

9781760868574

Report
Side by Side

9781760868475

Report/Description
Summer in Antarctica

9781760868420

Explanation/Description
The Changing Shape  

of the Land

9781760868468

Report/Description
What Is it?

9781760868536

Argument
Saving the Oceans

9781760868499

Argument
Why We Need Rainforests

9781760868550

Explanation
Weather

9781760868543

Levels 19-24 
Linked to Year 2 Science Curriculum

Texts at this stage:
y provide language structures of appropriate complexity
y introduce less familiar content
y present a range of text types and graphical devices
y 24 student books in the series
y a lesson plan accompanies each book.

Lesson Plans include First, Second  
and Final reading sessions, plus  
Going beyond the book activities. 
There is one Lesson Plan per book. 
Each Lesson Plan provides multiple 
opportunities to interact with the 
text again and again. 

Activity card

Xx

Xxxxxxxxx

Lesson Plan
Robots explains how and why robots are used 
around the home, in the workplace and in 
dangerous places. It looks at the types of work 
that robots can do and why these machines are 
important in everyday life. 

Informative text types:  
Report/Description

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• DTKU (ACTDEK001) Identify how people design and produce familiar products 
to meet personal and local community needs

• DTKU (ACTDEK004) Explore the characteristics and properties of materials and 
components that are used to produce designed solutions

New Zealand

• NT: Understand how society and environments impact on and are influenced by technology 
in historical and contemporary contexts and that technological knowledge is validated by 
successful function

Key concepts 
• Robots can do repetitive, difficult or dangerous work that people either do not want to do 

or are unable to do, or that is too unsafe to do.

• People’s lives are made better, easier and safer because of the things that robots can do.

Content vocabulary 
avalanches, bushfires, camera, computers, dishwasher, factories, hospitals, machines, medical, 
programmed, operations, remote control, rescues, robotic arm, robots, space, underwater, video, 
volcano, work, workplaces

Text features
• Chapters with headings and sub-headings

• Labelled illustration, photographs with captions, text boxes

• Glossary and index

Reading strategy
• Making connections

Blackline Master: Robots: the good, the bad and the interesting

WorldWise Lesson Plan Robots © 2020 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Name/s: 

Fill in the chart to show what is positive (+) and what is negative (–) about robots, and any interesting 
possibilities (!) that robots might bring to our lives in the future.

Then list three questions about robots that you would like to discuss with others.

+ – !

Question 1:

Question 2:

Question 3:

Fluent 
reading stage
Levels 21–22
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Report, Explanation
Busy Highways

9781760861193

Report, Explanation
Going, Going, Gone?

9781760861216

Report
Animal Parents

9781760861162

Report, Explanation
That’s a Good Idea! 

9781760861056

Report, Explanation, Procedure
The Weather Today

9781760861148

Report
The Animal Kingdom

9781760861155

Report, Recount, Explanation
Looking After Our World

9781760861100

Explanation, Report, Argument
The Coral Reef

9781760861094

Report, Explanation, Argument
Keeping Well

9781760861124

Report, Explanation, Argument
Caring for Animals

9781760861117

Report, Explanation
Plants: The Key to Life

9781760861209

Report, Explanation, Procedure
Don’t Throw It Away! 

9781760861087

Description
The Land Where I Live 

9781760861186

Explanation, Historical Report
Bicycles by Design

9781760861179

Report
Finding Our Way

9781760861223

Explanation, Report, Procedure
Animal Lifetimes

9781760861131

Report, Explanation
Exploring Caves 

9781760861070

Report, Explanation
From Me to You 

9781760861063

Levels N-P* 
Linked to Year 3 Science Curriculum

Texts at this stage:

y support sustained reading
y balance conceptual load with less familiar content 
y employ specialised and technical language
y offer a range of text and language features
y 18 student books
y a lesson plan accompanies each book.

The Lesson Plans establish a 
reading focus for your students 
that has explicit links to the 
outcomes of the science 
curriculum that are investigated in 
each book.

FLUENT PLUS LEVELS N–P

Find out more at oup.com.au/worldwise

View an online sample at oup.com.au/worldwise



ADVANCED FLUENT LEVELS Q –S

Report, Explanation
Everything Moves 

9781760861254

Report, Explanation
Our Moving Earth

9781760861353

Report, Explanation
Amazing Animal Survivors 

9781760861278

Report, Explanation, Discussion
Solving Problems: Dams, 

Bridges and Canals 

9781760861377

Report, Explanation
Insects on the Move

9781760861247

Report, Explanation
It’s All About Energy

9781760861360

Report, Explanation
Animal Architects

9781760861391

Report, Explanation
Animals and Their 

Ancestors 

9781760861261

Report, Procedure
Living With the Tides

9781760861384

Report, Explanation, Recount
Animal Shelters

9781760861285

Report, Explanation
Nature’s Rooming House

9781760861407

Report, Explanation
Shells on their Backs 

9781760861346

Report, Explanation
Talented Animals 

9781760861308

Report, Explanation, Discussion
Wild, Wild Weather

9781760861322

Report, Explanation, Argument
The Salmon Stream 

9781760861230

Report, Explanation, Discussion
Awesome Oceans 

9781760861315

Report, Discussion, Interview
Adventures in Wild Places

9781760861339

Report, Explanation, Discussion
How Animals Communicate 

9781760861292

Levels Q-S* 
Linked to Year 4 Science Curriculum

Texts at this stage:

y motivate readers with rich content
y increase the use of more specialized and technical language 
y encourage drawing inferences from the text
y 18 student books
y a lesson plan accompanies each book.

The Lesson Plans assist 
teachers to teach reading 
strategies while their students 
are exploring science concepts 
by providing practical and 
systematic instruction.

View an online sample at oup.com.au/worldwise



ADVANCED FLUENT LEVELS T–V

Explanation, Report
Yellowstone:  

A Unique Ecosystem

9781760861520

Explanation,  
Procedure

The Earth, the Sun  
and the Moon

9781760861438

Report, Explanation, Recount
Our Bodies 

9781760861414

Report, Discussion
Animals and Us 

9781760861469

Explanation, Report
How Do Plants Survive?

9781760861582

Report
Saving the  

Amazon River

9781760861568

Report
Rock Snot, Cane Toads 

and Other Aliens 

9781760861575

Description,  
Factual recount

Powerful Ideas: Establishing 
National Parks

9781760861506

Report, Argument
High Up

9781760861551

Report,  
Factual recount

Guiding Lights

9781760861544

Report, Explanation, Recount
Science for the People

9781760861513

Report, Interview, Recount
Time Detectives 

9781760861452

Report, Explanation, Discussion
The Wandering Albatross 

9781760861490

Report, Explanation, Argument
Wetlands

9781760861421

Explanation, Report
How Water Shapes the Land

9781760861483

Report
Sharing the Environment 

9781760861476

Explanation, Report
Climate Change

9781760861445

Explanation, Factual Recount
Deserts 

9781760861537

Levels T-V*  
Linked to Year 5 Science Curriculum

Texts at this stage:

y support active engagement in reading
y stimulate critical thinking through reading closely 
y motivate readers with rich content
y 18 student books
y a lesson plan accompanies each book.

Each Lesson Plan comes with 
Blackline Masters and activities 
relevant to the themes, topics 
and curriculum outcomes 
explored in the texts. They are 
engaging and add great value 
as you are able to revisit the 
texts numerous times. 

Find out more at oup.com.au/worldwise

View an online sample at oup.com.au/worldwise

















Activity card

Xx

Xxxxxxxxx

Lesson Plan
Going, Going, Gone? discusses the reasons why animals become 
extinct. Using detailed case studies, it reports on a range of 
animals that are threatened, and the various reasons why this is 
the case. The book also highlights animals that have been helped 
by people and reports on how these species are rebuilding their 
numbers.

Informative text types: 
Explanation/Report 

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• BS (ACSSU44) Living things can be grouped on basis of observable features and distinguished
from non-living things

• BS (ACSSU44) Characteristics of living things such as growing, moving, sensitivity and
reproducing

• SS01.2 All life forms, including human life, are connected through ecosystems on which they
depend for their wellbeing

New Zealand

• LW: There are life processes common to all living things and that these occur in different ways

• LW: How living things are suited to their particular habitat and how they respond to
environmental changes, both natural and human-induced

• LW: Groups of living things in our world have changed over long periods of time

Key concepts 
• When the environment changes some animals survive or reproduce, others relocate or adapt, and

some die

• Humans have changed the environment, and this has led to some animals becoming endangered
or extinct

• Some people are helping to save threatened animal species

Content vocabulary 
adapt, breeding, captivity, climate, critically endangered, endangered, environment, extinct, habitat, 
harpoons, hibernation, native, population, predators, prey, refuges, resources, species, survival, 
threatened, vaccine

Text features
• Photographic tables, captions, text boxes, maps, sidebars, glossary

Reading strategy
• Identifying the main idea

Graphic Organiser: What’s the main idea?

Name/s: 

Identify the main ideas and write them under the appropriate headings. 

WorldWise Lesson Plan Going, Going, Gone?  © 2019 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Chapter 1: Why do animals become extinct?

Main ideas
Tasmanian devils

Amur leopards

Polar bears

Whooping cranes

Whales
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First reading session

Getting started 

Introducing the book

Support the students in activating their prior knowledge. 
Ask: What do you know about extinct animals? Give each student 
a copy of the book Going, Going, Gone? Direct them to pay 
attention to the cover, and the title and contents pages. Have 
the students browse through the book. Say: As you browse 
through the book, think about what you know about this topic. What 
connections are you making? Have the students discuss their 
thinking with the group.

Exploring vocabulary

Ask: What words or phrases would you expect to see in a book about 
endangered animals? Have the students work with a partner 
and record a list of words on sticky notes. Say: When you are 
finished, read out your lists and we will make a group list. If some 
words or phrases are not known to all in the group, have the 
student who recorded the word explain what it means.

Introducing the reading strategy focus

Say: When you read, it’s important to be able to recognise the main 
idea in the text. This means to know the key points in a paragraph, a 
page, a section, a chapter or even in a whole book. Ask: How do skilled 
readers do this? Discuss and draw out that skilled readers do 
this by thinking about what they have read and deciding 
what the most important information is.

Reading with teacher support 

Say: Read the introduction and chapter 1 to yourself. As you read, 
think about what the main points are. Ask yourself: “What is the main 
idea in this paragraph?” When you have finished reading, be ready to 
discuss your thinking with your partner. Monitor the students as 
they read and support them where necessary. Have students 
share their thinking with the group. Ask: What types of changes 
to the environment affect animals? How have humans changed the 
environment? 

Guide the students in filling out their Graphic Organiser. 
Say: This Graphic Organiser will help you with your thinking. First, 
think about what you have read and what the main ideas were. Then 
write these ideas down in the first section on the Graphic Organiser.

Second reading session

Building understanding

Reading with teacher support

Say: Get yourself ready to read by thinking about what you have 
already read about animal extinction. Have the students read 
pages 10 and 11 of chapter 2 to themselves. Invite the 
students to ask questions about what they have read.

Say: Read to the end of chapter 2 to yourself. When you have finished, 
discuss your thinking with your partner. Ask: Why are amur leopards 
endangered? Why are polar bears endangered? What positive and 
negative impacts have people had on these animals?

Have the students add to their Graphic Organiser. Say: Talk 
with your partner about what the main points in each section are.

Independent and partner work 

Have the students read chapter 3 and the conclusion without 
your support.

Say: When you have finished reading, talk about your thinking with 
your partner, and then add to your Graphic Organiser. Share your 
Graphic Organiser with your partner. On completion, have the 
students reread the whole book in preparation for the final 
reading session. Say: Be ready to talk about your thinking and to 
discuss your questions and wonderings with the group.

Reflecting on the reading strategy

Encourage the students to talk about what they did to help 
themselves as readers. Ask: Did you find it easy or challenging to 
identify the main points in a section? How did doing this help you to 
understand the information? 

Final reading session

Bringing it all together 
Have students talk about the whole book. Use a range of 
questions to promote discussion and higher-level thinking. 
Where appropriate, have the students lead the discussion.

How do we know about animals that became extinct long ago? Why do 
people change the environment? How does this affect animals? What 
things are being done to help endangered animals? (Literal)

What things do the endangered animals featured in chapter 2 all have 
in common? In what ways are their situations different? Give examples 
of these differences. Why do certain animal populations decline more 
rapidly than others? Why are some animals more difficult to protect 
from extinction than others? (Inferential)

What might the future be for endangered animals if people continue to 
destroy habitats? How can these actions be changed? How do you feel 
about endangered animals? Are there things you can do to help these 
animals? If so, what actions can you take? (Synthesising) 

What might the author have thought about when deciding on which 
endangered animals to write about? What do you think he feels about 
endangered animals? What makes you think this? (Critical) 

Invite students to ask their own questions.

Going beyond the book  
Have students demonstrate their understandings by choosing
one or more of the following tasks. The tasks can be completed 
independently, in pairs or in a small group.

Speaking and listening

Have students working in small groups each choose one animal 
from the book and become an “expert” on it. After having time
to learn all they can about their animals, the students meet
back together, and each student has a turn telling the group 
everything they know about their animal.

Vocabulary

Have each student write a list of ten words related to animal 
extinction. Pairs of students then take turns saying a sentence 
that includes two of the words from either list. Students might 
like to try using three or more words in the one sentence.

Visual literacy 

Have students create a poster that highlights the plight of a 
particular endangered animal.

Writing
Have the students write a report about an endangered 
animal. (Students might like to choose an animal from the 
chart on pages 20–21.) Provide the students with a template 
detailing how to plan and write a report. Say: Follow the 
template to write your report. Begin by introducing the animal and 
then write about different aspects of the animal such as its habitat, 
diet, behaviours, and why it is endangered. 

Download the template at 
www.WorldWiseReading.com.au/teacherresources

Encourage the students to talk about their ideas with a 
partner. Use the template to remind the students about the 
structure of a report. Say: You will need to research to find out 
more about the animal.
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First reading session

Getting started 

Introducing the book

Support the students in activating their prior knowledge. 
Ask: What do you know about extinct animals? Give each student 
a copy of the book Going, Going, Gone? Direct them to pay 
attention to the cover, and the title and contents pages. Have 
the students browse through the book. Say: As you browse 
through the book, think about what you know about this topic. What 
connections are you making? Have the students discuss their 
thinking with the group.

Exploring vocabulary

Ask: What words or phrases would you expect to see in a book about 
endangered animals? Have the students work with a partner 
and record a list of words on sticky notes. Say: When you are 
finished, read out your lists and we will make a group list. If some 
words or phrases are not known to all in the group, have the 
student who recorded the word explain what it means.

Introducing the reading strategy focus

Say: When you read, it’s important to be able to recognise the main 
idea in the text. This means to know the key points in a paragraph, a 
page, a section, a chapter or even in a whole book. Ask: How do skilled 
readers do this? Discuss and draw out that skilled readers do 
this by thinking about what they have read and deciding 
what the most important information is.

Reading with teacher support 

Say: Read the introduction and chapter 1 to yourself. As you read, 
think about what the main points are. Ask yourself: “What is the main 
idea in this paragraph?” When you have finished reading, be ready to 
discuss your thinking with your partner. Monitor the students as 
they read and support them where necessary. Have students 
share their thinking with the group. Ask: What types of changes 
to the environment affect animals? How have humans changed the 
environment?

Guide the students in filling out their Graphic Organiser. 
Say: This Graphic Organiser will help you with your thinking. First, 
think about what you have read and what the main ideas were. Then 
write these ideas down in the first section on the Graphic Organiser.

Second reading session

Building understanding

Reading with teacher support

Say: Get yourself ready to read by thinking about what you have 
already read about animal extinction. Have the students read 
pages 10 and 11 of chapter 2 to themselves. Invite the 
students to ask questions about what they have read.

Say: Read to the end of chapter 2 to yourself. When you have finished, 
discuss your thinking with your partner. Ask: Why are amur leopards 
endangered? Why are polar bears endangered? What positive and 
negative impacts have people had on these animals?

Have the students add to their Graphic Organiser. Say: Talk 
with your partner about what the main points in each section are.

Independent and partner work 

Have the students read chapter 3 and the conclusion without 
your support.

Say: When you have finished reading, talk about your thinking with 
your partner, and then add to your Graphic Organiser. Share your 
Graphic Organiser with your partner. On completion, have the 
students reread the whole book in preparation for the final 
reading session. Say: Be ready to talk about your thinking and to 
discuss your questions and wonderings with the group.

Reflecting on the reading strategy

Encourage the students to talk about what they did to help 
themselves as readers. Ask: Did you find it easy or challenging to 
identify the main points in a section? How did doing this help you to 
understand the information? 

Final reading session

Bringing it all together 
Have students talk about the whole book. Use a range of 
questions to promote discussion and higher-level thinking. 
Where appropriate, have the students lead the discussion.

How do we know about animals that became extinct long ago? Why do 
people change the environment? How does this affect animals? What 
things are being done to help endangered animals? (Literal)

What things do the endangered animals featured in chapter 2 all have 
in common? In what ways are their situations different? Give examples 
of these differences. Why do certain animal populations decline more 
rapidly than others? Why are some animals more difficult to protect 
from extinction than others? (Inferential)

What might the future be for endangered animals if people continue to 
destroy habitats? How can these actions be changed? How do you feel 
about endangered animals? Are there things you can do to help these 
animals? If so, what actions can you take? (Synthesising) 

What might the author have thought about when deciding on which 
endangered animals to write about? What do you think he feels about 
endangered animals? What makes you think this? (Critical) 

Invite students to ask their own questions.

Going beyond the book  
Have students demonstrate their understandings by choosing 
one or more of the following tasks. The tasks can be completed 
independently, in pairs or in a small group.

Speaking and listening

Have students working in small groups each choose one animal 
from the book and become an “expert” on it. After having time 
to learn all they can about their animals, the students meet 
back together, and each student has a turn telling the group 
everything they know about their animal.

Vocabulary 

Have each student write a list of ten words related to animal 
extinction. Pairs of students then take turns saying a sentence 
that includes two of the words from either list. Students might 
like to try using three or more words in the one sentence.

Visual literacy 

Have students create a poster that highlights the plight of a 
particular endangered animal.

Writing
Have the students write a report about an endangered 
animal. (Students might like to choose an animal from the 
chart on pages 20–21.) Provide the students with a template 
detailing how to plan and write a report. Say: Follow the 
template to write your report. Begin by introducing the animal and 
then write about different aspects of the animal such as its habitat, 
diet, behaviours, and why it is endangered. 

Download the template at  
www.WorldWiseReading.com.au/teacherresources

Encourage the students to talk about their ideas with a 
partner. Use the template to remind the students about the 
structure of a report. Say: You will need to research to find out 
more about the animal.
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Activity card

Xx

Xxxxxxxxx

Lesson Plan
Going, Going, Gone? discusses the reasons why animals become 
extinct. Using detailed case studies, it reports on a range of 
animals that are threatened, and the various reasons why this is 
the case. The book also highlights animals that have been helped 
by people and reports on how these species are rebuilding their 
numbers.

Informative text types: 
Explanation/Report 

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

Content-based Learning
WorldWise

WorldWise

™

Science Curriculum links

Australia

• BS (ACSSU44) Living things can be grouped on basis of observable features and distinguished
from non-living things

• BS (ACSSU44) Characteristics of living things such as growing, moving, sensitivity and
reproducing

• SS01.2 All life forms, including human life, are connected through ecosystems on which they
depend for their wellbeing

New Zealand

• LW: There are life processes common to all living things and that these occur in different ways

• LW: How living things are suited to their particular habitat and how they respond to
environmental changes, both natural and human-induced

• LW: Groups of living things in our world have changed over long periods of time

Key concepts 
• When the environment changes some animals survive or reproduce, others relocate or adapt, and

some die

• Humans have changed the environment, and this has led to some animals becoming endangered
or extinct

• Some people are helping to save threatened animal species

Content vocabulary 
adapt, breeding, captivity, climate, critically endangered, endangered, environment, extinct, habitat, 
harpoons, hibernation, native, population, predators, prey, refuges, resources, species, survival, 
threatened, vaccine

Text features
• Photographic tables, captions, text boxes, maps, sidebars, glossary

Reading strategy
• Identifying the main idea

Graphic Organiser: What’s the main idea?

Name/s: 

Identify the main ideas and write them under the appropriate headings. 

WorldWise Lesson Plan Going, Going, Gone?  © 2019 EC Licensing Pty Ltd.

Chapter 1: Why do animals become extinct?

Main ideas
Tasmanian devils

Amur leopards

Polar bears

Whooping cranes

Whales
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