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DEVELOP PHONIC AND COMPREHENSION SKILLS 
FROM THE START
Oxford Reading for Comprehension Decodables (ORFC Decodables) is a unique, fully decodable, guided 
reading series, underpinned by a proven, finely sequenced phonics framework (aligned to Letters and 
Sounds) and a research-based Comprehension Skills Framework. In addition, ORFC Decodables is structured 
so that the introduction of new GPCs (grapheme–phoneme correspondences) is supported by one fiction 
title and one non-fiction title in Oxford Levels 1–6, supporting strong early vocabulary acquisition.

WHY CHOOSE ORFC DECODABLES?
ORFC Decodables have a unique phonic and comprehension approach 
that supports every student to become a successful reader.

• The series builds strong phonic knowledge in every student
by practising new sounds introduced via a proven phonic
framework, Letters and Sounds.

• The series enables strong comprehension development in
every student through the research-based Comprehension
Skills Framework.

• The introduction of new sounds is supported by one fiction title
and one non-fiction title in Oxford Levels 1–6, supporting strong
early vocabulary acquisition.

y ORFC Decodables feature fully decodable non-fiction titles
from the earliest level.

y ORFC Decodables incorporate the latest Oxford Wordlist
with guidance on its use aligned to the phonic progression
of the series.

SUPPORT PHONIC AND COMPREHENSION 
SKILL DEVELOPMENT IN EVERY STUDENT

"The two vital aspects to becoming 

an accomplished and motivated 

reader (word recognition and 

language comprehension 

processes) are brought together 

in this exciting new series.” 

Laura Sharp 
Phonics Expert

60 Fully Decodable Guided Reading Texts:

y support strong phonic knowledge in every student by practising new sounds introduced via a proven
phonic framework, Letters and Sounds (see p4 of this brochure for the full phonic structure of the series)

y are structured so that the introduction of new sounds is supported by one fiction title and one
non-fiction title

y are meticulously levelled to both phonic and wider reading levelling criteria, ensuring skill progression
across word reading and comprehension.

Phonics and Comprehension Coaching for Every Text:

y supports embedding phonic knowledge, with guidance for the practice of newly introduced sounds
and high-frequency words

y includes guidance for explicitly teaching and modelling comprehension strategies

y provides comprehension questions to monitor students’ use of comprehension skills during reading

y includes supportive before-, during- and after-reading materials.

Teacher Handbook:

y gives an overview of the phonics framework and introduction of high-frequency words

y suggests phonic warm-up activities, tips on practising sounds, support for segmenting and blending

y supports teaching, modelling and developing comprehension strategies and skills in the classroom

y provides an overview and explanation of the Comprehension Skills Framework and its application
across the series

y provides guidance for monitoring and assessment of phonic knowledge and comprehension skills using
the series.

Digital Resources on Oxford Owl:

y guidance for using the Oxford Wordlist with the series, with access to the 500 words aligned to the
Letters and Sounds phonic sequence

y 'Think Aloud’ and Strategy Tip Flashcards

y Graphic Organiser templates

y Student Assessment templates.

eBook Library

Whole-school access to eBooks of all 60 titles when you adopt the full ORFC Decodables print series.
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PHONIC STRUCTURE OF ORFC DECODABLES
ORFC Decodables is underpinned by a proven phonic framework, Letters and Sounds. The gradual introduction 
of new GPCs supports the practice and consolidation of phonic knowledge in guided reading sessions.

Oxford 
Level

L&S 
phase

Focus  
GPCs

Book titles

Fiction Non-fiction
1 Phase 1 n/a The Giant Turnip A Trip to the Zoo

Phase 2, Set 1 s, a, t, p What's That Sound? A Year in the Garden

1+ Phase 2, Set 2 m, i, d, n Pip the Kitten Tin, Pan, Cook!

Phase 2, Set 3 g, o, c, k Nap Time! A Dog Can

Phase 2, Set 4 ck, e, u, r Get Up, Sam! On the Farm

Phase 2, Set 5 h, b, f, l, ff, ll, ss The Bug Bus Cricket

2 Phase 3, Set 6 j, v, w, x A Big Mess Hot and Wet

Phase 3, Set 7 y, z, zz, qu Buzz the Bot I Can

Phase 3 ch, sh, th, ng Thud! Fun with Nan and Pop!

3 Phase 3 ai, ee, igh, oa The Buzzing Bee I Can See a Sheep!

oo, oo, ar, or, ur A Shark at the Pool A Week in the North

ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er A Vet on the Farm Rain and Hail

4 Phase 4 adjacent consonant  
words (CVCC)

The Lost Lunchbox In the Summer

adjacent consonant  
words (CCVC)

A Good Spot Get Fit!

adjacent consonant 
words (CCVCC)

The Shelter Park Jobs

5 Phase 5 ay /ai/; 
ou /ow/; 
ie /igh/; 
ea /ee/; 
oy /oi/; 
ir /ur/; 
ue /oo/, /(y)oo/; 
aw /or/

Layla and the Blue Bird Swoop, Creep and Cling

wh /w/; 
ph /f/; 
ew /oo/, /(y)oo/; 
oe /oa/; 
au /or/;
ey /ee/; 
a-e /ai/; 
e-e /ee/; 
i-e /igh/; 
o-e /oa/; 
u-e /oo/, (y)oo/ 

A New Home Helping at Home

Alternative  
Pronunciations 
a /ai/, /ar/, /o/; 
e /ee/; 
i /igh/; 
o /oa/; 
u /oo/, /oo/, /(y)oo/; 
c /s/;
ow /oa/; 
ie /ee/; 
ea /e/; 
er /ur/; 
ou /oo/; 
ou /oa/ 

Putting on a Show Grow, Tomato, Grow!

Oxford 
Level

L&S 
phase

Focus  
GPCs

Book titles

Fiction Non-fiction
6 Phase 5

Alternative  
pronunciations
Alternative  
spellings

Alternative  
Pronunciations
y /igh/, /i/, /ee/; 
ch /c/, /sh/;
g /j/; 
ey /ai/ 

Alternative Spellings
/c/ c, k, ck, ch; 
/f/ ph; 
/v/ ve; 
/w/ wh; 
/e/ ea, ie; 
/ow/ ou

The Biggest Pet The Night Sky

Alternative Spellings
/ch/ tch, t;
/j/ g, dg, dge, ge; 
/m/ mb; 
/n/ gn, kn; 
/r/ wr; 
/s/ st, se, ce, c;
/z/ se; 
/u/ o; 
/i/ y;  
/ear/ eer, ere; 
/o/ a

Five Holidays Welcoming Spring

Alternative Spellings
/ar/ a, al; 
/air/ are, ere, ear; 
/or/ a, our, augh, aw;
/ur/ or, ear, ir; 
/oo/ u, oul;
/ai/ ay, a-e, eigh, ey; 
/ee/ ea, e-e, y, ie, e, ey; 
/igh/ y, ie, i-e; 
/oa/ ow, o-e, oe, o; 
/(y)oo/ ew, u-e, ue; 
/oo/ ew, u-e, ue, ou; 
/sh/ ch, ti, ci, s, ss; 
/zh/ si, s

The Fishing Trip In My Town

7 Phase 6 Words with  
alternative  
spellings for  
rare GPCs
(for a full phonic  
overview for each book 
in Phase 6 see the ORFC 

Decodables Teacher 
Handbook)

The Photo Box

Best Friends

The Right Track

All About Instruments

Big Animals

Rock Art

8 New Pen Pals

The Trampoline Machine

The Great Castle Fair

Life Cycles

Superfoods

Team Players

9 The Monster Under the Bed

A Weekend Off

Issun Boshi

Get Active at the Beach

Measure the Weather

Shopping: Then and Now
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ORFC Decodables is underpinned by Oxford's Comprehension Skills Framework. Developed 
by leading experts, the Framework supports the development and practice of key interactive 
comprehension strategies and the ongoing independent application of comprehension skills. 
The comprehension strategies outlined in the Framework are the actions readers do in the 
moment of reading to help build meaning; comprehension skills are practised after reading.

ORFC Decodables titles at Oxford Levels 1–6 introduce new GPCs via a fiction and non-fiction 
title, supporting phonic practice and comprehension skill development. Review the two 
sample titles below to see how this works in the books at the following phase:

Oxford Level 1+

Letters and Sounds Phase 2, Set 3

Phonic focus: g, o, c, k	

HFWs (high-frequency words): on, can, got, not

Nap Time! A Dog Can

Comprehension Skill Category
Linked Comprehension 
Strategies

Finding information
Retrieving literal information from  
the text or pictures about characters, settings 
and overtly expressed feelings.

• �Determine importance

• �Monitor comprehension

• ��Activate prior knowledge

• �Ask questions

• ��Visualise

Making connections and inferences
Reading between the lines of the text, finding 
clues and building meaning from information 
that isn’t explicitly stated in the text.

• �Infer

• �Predict

• �Monitor comprehension

• �Visualise

• �Ask questions

• �Activate prior knowledge

• ����Determine importance

Understanding vocabulary
Identifying the meaning of words and phrases.

• �Monitor comprehension

• �Infer

• �Visualise

• �Ask questions

Using structure and organisation
Making sense of a text by understanding the 
message, ordering events and identifying  
main ideas, drawing on knowledge of text  
conventions, forms and features.

• �Monitor comprehension

• ����Determine importance

• ���Infer

• �Activate prior knowledge

Appreciating the author’s toolkit
Understanding how the author uses  
language and punctuation to create effect,  
being aware of the author’s intent and  
expressing evaluative opinions on a text.

• �Infer

• �Activate prior knowledge

• �Ask questions

• �Visualise

COMPREHENSION SKILLS FRAMEWORK Look inside
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Letters and Sounds

Phase 2, Set 3

Phonic focus:  g, o, c, k

HFWs:  on, can, got, not

Fully decodable

OXFORD LEVEL

FICTION

001+

visit us at: oup.com.au or  
contact customer support: oup.com.au/help

by Carmel Reilly 

illustrated by Ruth Bennett

9 780190 328108

ISBN 978-0-19-032810-8

Kim does not 
want to nap!

Nap Time!
328122_ORFCD_ADC_OL1+_CVR_6pp.indd      SIZE: 219mm x 19.3 mm    COLOUR: CMYK   SPINE: NA
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Letters and Sounds

Phase 2, Set 3

Phonic focus:  g, o, c, k

HFWs: on, can, got, not 

Fully decodable

OXFORD LEVEL

NON-FICTION

001+

visit us at: oup.com.au or  
contact customer support: oup.com.au/help

Dogs can do 
many things!

9 780190 328122

ISBN 978-0-19-032812-2

by Vaishali Batra

A Dog Can



Oxford Level 6

Letters and Sounds Phase 5

Alternative pronunciations: y, ch, g, ey

Alternative spellings: /c/, /f/, /v/, /w/, /e/, /ow/

HFWs (high-frequency words): by, very

Oxford Level 3

Letters and Sounds Phase 3

Phonic focus: ai, ee, igh, oa

HFWs (high-frequency words): see, was

Look insideLook inside
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Barcode to 
be supplied

Letters and Sounds

Phase 3

Phonic focus: ai, ee,  
igh, oa

HFWs: see, was

Fully decodable

OXFORD LEVEL

FICTION

003

visit us at: oup.com.au or  
contact customer support: oup.com.au/help

9 780190 328344

ISBN 978-0-19-032834-4

Ella sees a 
bee and Dad 

gets mad!

by Holly Harper 
illustrated by Liza Lewis
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Letters and Sounds

Phase 3

Phonic focus: ai, ee,  
igh, oa

HFWs: see, was

Fully decodable

OXFORD LEVEL

NON-FICTION

003

visit us at: oup.com.au or  
contact customer support: oup.com.au/help

See a sheep,  
a duck, and  

a foal! 

9 780190 328368

ISBN 978-0-19-032836-8

I Can See  
a Sheep!

by Cameron Macintosh

O
X

F
O

R
D

 R
EA

D
IN

G
 F

O
R

 C
O

M
PR

EH
EN

SI
O

N
                   

TO
PIC

 N
A

M
E

TO
PIC

 N
A

M
E

FA
N

TA
S

Y

O
X

F
O

R
D

 R
EA

D
IN

G
 F

O
R

 C
O

M
PR

EH
EN

SI
O

N
                   

Letters and Sounds

Phase 5

Alternative 
pronunciations:  
y, ch, g, ey

Alternative spellings:  
/c/, /f/, /v/, /w/, /e/, /ow/

HFWs: by, very

Fully decodable

OXFORD LEVEL

FICTION

006

visit us at: oup.com.au or  
contact customer support: oup.com.au/help

by Carmel Reilly
illustrated by Jack Viant and Daniel Hawkins

It’s pet day at 
school. What pet 
will Evelyn bring?

9 780190 328702

ISBN 978-0-19-032870-2

Biggest 
Pet

The 
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Letters and Sounds

Phase 5

Alternative 
pronunciations:  
y, ch, g, ey

Alternative spellings:  
/c/, /f/, /v/, /w/, /ow/ 

HFWs:  by, very

Fully decodable

OXFORD LEVEL

NON-FICTION

006

visit us at: oup.com.au or  
contact customer support: oup.com.au/help

9 780190 328726

ISBN 978-0-19-032872-6

What can you  
see in the  
night sky?

The Night

The Night 

Sk
y

The Night Sky
by Vaishali Batra

The Biggest PetThe Buzzing Bee The Night SkyI Can See a Sheep!
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PHONICS AND COMPREHENSION COACHING

Focus GPCs: g, o, c, k

High-frequency words (decodable): on, can, got, not

Nap Time!

PHONICS FOCUS

COMPREHENSION FOCUS

COMPREHENSION STRATEGY: Monitor comprehension

THINK ALOUD
Do I understand what I am reading? Do I need to clarify or re-read for meaning?

ACTIVATE PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
Read the title. Ask students:

 • How is a nap different from going to sleep at night?
 • When is nap time usually?

PREDICT
Look at the front cover of Nap Time! with students. Draw attention to the title of the book and the 
image. Ask students to predict what they think the book might be about. Note the vocabulary they 
use in their responses.

Words from the Oxford Wordlist appear in Oxford Reading for Comprehension 
Decodables. For teacher support and guidance on using the Oxford Wordlist with 
this series, visit Oxford Owl. 

www.oxfordowl.com.au

Copyright © Oxford University Press 2021

OXFORD LEVEL 1+  

GENRE: Fiction

TEXT TYPE: Narrative

AC LINK: History

THEME: Family and Friends

OXFORD READING FOR COMPREHENSION

Teacher
Handbook
LAURA SHARP, AMY SNEDDON & SUSAN TAYLOR

ORFC_DEC_TH_1e_33683_TXT_5pp.indb   1 07-Jul-21   11:21:21
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MONITOR COMPREHENSION DURING READING
Use the questions below during your guided reading session to develop students’ strategies 
for comprehension, based on the Oxford Comprehension Skills Progression Framework.

Page 2
What is Kim doing?

Pages 4–5
How do you think Kim is feeling on page 4?

How does the author show us what Kim is thinking 
on page 5? 

Pages 6–7
How do you think the cat makes Kim feel?

Tell me another meaning of the word ‘pop’.

Pages 8–9
How do you know Dad is too big for the cot?

What does ‘sag’ mean?

Pages 10–11
Who sat after Kim?

Which words has the author repeated on 
these pages?

End-of-book
How is the author trying to make you feel about 
nap time?

EAL/D SUPPORT
Support your EAL/D students by clarifying the following.
• Explain the three meanings for the word ‘pop’ (grandfather, to burst, and to put/place an object/person 

down), as well as what ‘sag’ means.

PRACTICAL ACTIVITY
This suggested productive task synthesises what students have experienced and understood from 
reading this text.
• In pairs, ask students to discuss if they think the author wanted this story to be serious or funny. What 

makes them think so?

MONITOR PHONICS & COMPREHENSION AFTER READING
Ask students to complete the Activity Sheet that accompanies this text to monitor their development of 
phonic and comprehension skills. The Activity Sheet for this text can be found on Oxford Owl.

www.oxfordowl.com.au

Supporting resources for Nap Time!
authored by Samantha Kwong

ISBN for Nap Time!: 9780190328108
Copyright © Oxford University Press 2021

Finding information

Making connections and 
inferences

Understanding vocabulary

Understanding structure 
and organisation

Appreciating the author’s toolkit

Phonics and Comprehension Coaching Notes provide before-, during- and after-reading 
guidance, assisting teachers to practise and consolidate the focus GPCs and high-frequency 
words. Also included are suggested points to model and teach comprehension strategies and 
for the use of metacognitive ‘think aloud’ prompts.

PHONICS AND COMPREHENSION  
COACHING NOTES
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Oxford Reading for Comprehension Decodables (ORFC Decodables) is a unique guided reading series 
comprising 60 titles, with a balance of fiction and non-fiction from its earliest levels. All the books 
are finely levelled using the well-established Oxford Levels. Importantly, the series is fully decodable 
to reflect the pace and progression for phonics as set out in the synthetic phonics program Letters 
and Sounds (Department of Education and Skills, 2007). The small steps in phonic progression 
ensure that young students, in the early stages of learning to read, practise and consolidate their 
accumulating phonics knowledge and skills.

High-frequency words are included from Book 4 and tricky words from Book 9 onwards. This allows 
a variety of phrases, sentences, captions and labels to be read by students in the earliest stages of learning 
to read. The phonic focus and information on the high-frequency words are set out plainly on the back 
covers. Consequently, teachers can quickly and easily choose books at the right level for students.

Learning to read is a long and multifaceted journey. Teachers need reading material for their students 
that reflects this complexity. ORFC Decodables are carefully constructed to be decodable and to offer 
the opportunity to develop reading comprehension. The series is underpinned by a Comprehension 
Skills Framework. The Framework was developed by comprehension experts Professors Jane 
Oakhill and Kate Cain, following the review of extensive comprehension research. Through the 
use of this framework, ORFC Decodables provides a systematic approach to the explicit teaching of 
comprehension strategies and skills alongside carefully scaffolded practice of phonic knowledge.

Therefore, the two vital aspects to becoming an accomplished and motivated reader (word 
recognition and language comprehension processes) are brought together in this exciting new series.

Written by experienced educational authors, the series reflects the reading requirements of the Australian 
Curriculum (2015) Language strand – Phonics and word knowledge sub-strand (Threads: Phonological 
and phonemic awareness and Alphabet and phonic knowledge). The 30 fiction titles offer engaging texts 
introducing interesting characters and storylines that young students can easily relate to. The 30 non-
fiction titles reflect topics in wider curriculum areas such as science, humanities and the arts. Thus, in 
addition to supporting phonics learning, the series offers a balanced approach to reading.

ORFC Decodables features:

• 60 fully decodable fiction and non-fiction texts
• fine phonic progression to support students in practising and embedding their phonic 

knowledge
• alignment to the Letters and Sounds phonic framework
• a research-based Comprehension Skills Framework underpinning the series
• full support for incorporating research-based metacognitive strategies to support comprehension 

development
• incorporation of the latest Oxford Wordlist with guidance on its use aligned to the series’ phonic 

progression
• a clear teaching and learning pathway, with extensive teacher support materials detailing the 

phonics knowledge, high-frequency words and tricky words in each title, giving a clear overview 
of the phonics content and how this builds up over the series.

Welcome to Oxford Reading  
for Comprehension 
Decodables

ORFC_DEC_TH_1e_33683_TXT_5pp.indb   4 07-Jul-21   11:21:22
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Contents

4 Welcome to Oxford Reading for Comprehension Decodables
5 ORFC Decodables at a Glance

9 Reading Progression
9 Oxford Levels
10 The Oxford Wordlist
11 Phonic Progression in ORFC Decodables
14 Comprehension Research
16 Phonics and Comprehension

18 Phonic Skill Development
18 Phonics in the Classroom
21  Tips on Practising Sounds
22 Segmenting and Blending Skills 

24 Comprehension Skill Development
24 The Comprehension Skills Framework 
25 Comprehension Strategies
28 Comprehension Skills

31 Teaching and Learning Comprehension Skills and Strategies
31 Teach and Model
31 Guided Practice
32 Independent Practice
32 Modelling and Using Strategy Tips
35 Modelling and Using ‘Think Alouds’

38 Using ORFC Decodables
40 Using the Phonics and Comprehension Coaching Cards

46 Phonics and Vocabulary Overview: ORFC Decodables
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48 Oxford Levels 1–3
54 Oxford Levels 4–6
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71 Phonic Skill Development
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78 Glossary
79 References
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To find out more about Oxford Levels, including detailed information on how students’ reading 
skills develop and what texts look like at each level, download the Oxford Levels brochure from 
www.oup.com.au.

The Oxford Wordlist
The Research
In 2007 Oxford University Press conducted an extensive and rigorous study to 
find the words most frequently written by Australian early years students in their 
self-initiated writing. Since 2007, free access to the Oxford Wordlist has enabled 
educators to use it in a variety of ways to support literacy development.

In 2017 Oxford University Press conducted the same research and produced a 
revised list. Exploring these high-frequency words offers educators a valuable tool for the classroom 
when teaching word reading and comprehension.

For further Oxford Wordlist resources and to make a customised list, visit the Oxford Wordlist website 
(www.oxfordwordlist.com).

The Oxford Wordlist and ORFC Decodables
Words from the Oxford Wordlist appear in every ORFC Decodables book. OUP recommends 
students become familiar with the words in the list to aid their reading fluency and comprehension.

For teacher support and guidance on the introduction of Oxford Wordlist words in alignment 
with Letters and Sounds Phases 1–6, visit the ORFC Decodables section on Oxford Owl  
(www.oxfordowl.com.au).

Oxford Level Letters and Sounds Phase
1 Phase 1

Phase 2, Set 1
1+ Phase 2, Sets 2–5
2 Phase 3, Sets 6–7+
3 Phase 3
4 Phase 4
5 Phase 5
6 Phase 5
7 Phase 6
8 Phase 6
9 Phase 6

A Guide to Oxford Levels and Phonic Progression
ORFC Decodables follows a structured phonic progression matched to Letters and Sounds  
Phases 1–6. Oxford Levels follow this sequence too, letting the teacher know exactly when new 
letters and sounds will be introduced in Oxford’s decodable books.

Use the following table to get at-a-glance information on the letters and sounds that are introduced 
at each Oxford Level.

ORFC_DEC_TH_1e_33683_TXT_5pp.indb   10 07-Jul-21   11:21:25
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Reading Progression

ORFC Decodables has been designed to support readers to develop strong phonic and 
comprehension skills from the very first year of school. Each book has been written according to 
a systematic synthetic phonics framework, and rigorously levelled against research-based criteria. 
Students encounter a gradual increase in the level of reading challenge, ensuring a manageable 
stretch at each step and continued successful progress.

Oxford Levels
Oxford Levels help every child to progress in their reading journey, supporting both their phonic 
and comprehension skill development.

Oxford Levels are:

• expertly researched and well-established as a system of text levelling
• clearly aligned to Letters and Sounds Phases 1–6
• a guide to help match students to books that will be at or slightly above their reading level in

order to help them build on their skills at every stage of their reading development.
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Max and Nan 
go to the pool.

by Sascha Goddard
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Max and Nan 
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A Shark 
at the Pool
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Then Max got a shock. 

Is it a fin?

A shark in 
the pool!
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new GPCs for the book practised  
throughout the text

Words from the Oxford Wordlist appear in Oxford Reading for Comprehension Decodables. 
For teacher support and guidance on using the Oxford Wordlist with this series, visit the 
series section on Oxford Owl.
www.oxfordowl.com.au

Phonics 

SAY THESE SOUNDS

oo     oo     ar     or     ur

HIGH-FREQUENCY WORDS
These are some common high-frequency words that you will encounter in this book. 

look     for     too     my     you

DEVELOPING VOCABULARY
This book contains new vocabulary that students may not have encountered previously. If  
they stumble on a word, encourage students to say and blend the letter sounds – helping them  
if necessary. 

Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford.  
It furthers the University’s objective of excellence in research,  
scholarship, and education by publishing worldwide. Oxford is a 
registered trademark of Oxford University Press in the UK and in certain 
other countries.

Published in Australia by  
Oxford University Press 
Level 8, 737 Bourke Street, Docklands, Victoria 3008, Australia

Text © Oxford University Press 2021

The moral rights of the author have been asserted

First published 2021

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any 
means, without the prior permission in writing of Oxford University 
Press, or as expressly permitted by law, by licence, or under terms 
agreed with the reprographics rights organisation. Enquiries concerning 
reproduction outside the scope of the above should be sent to the Rights 
Department, Oxford University Press, at the address above.

You must not circulate this work in any other form and you must 
impose this same condition on any acquirer.

ISBN 9780190328382

Written by Sascha Goddard 
Edited by Karra McFarlane  
Illustrations by Gareth Conway
Designed by Alyssa Coombs in collaboration with Oxford University Press
Printed in China by Leo Paper Products Ltd
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Comprehension 

BEFORE READING
• Use the Phonics information in the front cover of the book to make sure students are 

comfortable with some of the sounds and high-frequency words that will appear in this book. 
• Look at the front and back cover of the book. Ask students what they think the book might 

be about. Do you think there is really a shark at the pool? Share a time when you have been 
swimming at a pool. 

DURING READING
Ask the following comprehension questions as you read through the book:

• Page 2: Why would Max and Nan have gone to the pool on a hot day?
• Page 6: What did Max ask Nan to watch him do? 
• Page 7: What does ‘had a turn’ mean on this page? 
• Page 10: Why is some of the text in a bubble? 
• Pages 12–13: What happened after Max hurled the fish?

AFTER READING
Visit the Oxford Reading for Comprehension Decodables series section on Oxford Owl for access to:

• a Phonics and Comprehension Activity Sheet for this title
• access to Phonics and Comprehension teaching notes for this title, including a practical 

After Reading activity.
www.oxfordowl.com.au

Guided reading texts 
The 60 fiction and non-fiction guided reading texts provide a wealth of resources for flexible use within 
the classroom program. 

Engaging fully decodable texts, with strong storylines to support 
comprehension development.

TEACHER RESOURCES
Inside front and back cover notes
The inside cover notes support teaching, modelling and developing comprehension strategies and skills in 
the classroom, and provide guidance for using the series.

STUDENT RESOURCES 

Books contain a wide variety of  
vocabulary, all fully decodable

Say these sounds: encourages teachers and students  
to practise the new sounds before reading

High-frequency words: encourages teachers and 
students to practise the new Letters and Sounds  
high-frequency words before reading

Developing vocabulary: reminds teachers and 
students to say and blend letter sounds in unfamiliar 
words (use their phonic knowledge as all words are 
fully decodable)

Before reading: encourages teachers and students 
to predict before reading (different to those found in 
the teaching notes)

During reading: provides comprehension questions 
aligned to our Comprehension Skills Framework 
(different to those found in the teaching notes)

After reading: points schools to teaching notes and 
Phonics & Comprehension Activity Sheet available  
for the title

ORFC Decodables includes words from the Oxford 
Wordlist. The latest Oxford Wordlist aligned to Letters 
and Sounds is available on Oxford Owl.

great stories and 
beautiful illustrations

Coloured band on cover is an easy guide to the nine curriculum linked themes.

FANTASY ENVIRONMENT ANIMALS
HEALTH  

AND SPORT

FAMILY AND 

FRIENDS

FOOD ART PLACES HISTORY
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introduced in this book

Letters and Sounds alignment

HFWs – the new high-frequency 
words introduced in this book

Oxford Level and genre  
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TEACHER RESOURCESTEACHER RESOURCES
Teacher Handbook
	y provides guidance on the phonic progression in 

Oxford Reading for Comprehension Decodables, 
including an overview of the series’ systematic 
synthetic phonics framework aligned to Phases 
1–6 of Letters and Sounds 

	y includes warm-up activities, tips on practising 
sounds, segmenting and blending,  
and guidance on using the decodable texts in 
the classroom

	y includes phonic and vocabulary overviews for 
every book in the series

	y explains the Comprehension Skills Framework 
and its application across the program

	y explains and defines the comprehension 
strategies and skills employed

	y gives guidance on modelling the comprehension 
strategies and using the metacognitive strategy 
of ‘thinking aloud’, which is proven to support 
comprehension development

	y contains high-quality, practical support in teaching, 
modelling and developing comprehension skills 
based on the latest research

	y gives practical guidance on monitoring and 
assessing students’ phonic knowledge and 
comprehension skills, along with next steps  
for teaching.

Phonics and Comprehension Coaching Notes
Phonics and Comprehension Coaching Notes provide before-, during- and after-reading guidance, assisting 
teachers to practise and consolidate the focus GPCs and high-frequency words. Also included are suggested 
points to model and teach comprehension strategies and for the use of metacognitive ‘think aloud’ prompts.

Additional downloadable resources on Oxford Owl
	y guidance for using the Oxford Wordlist with the series, with access to  

the 500 words aligned to the Letters and Sounds phonic sequence

	y ‘Think Aloud’ and Strategy Tip Flashcards

	y Graphic Organiser templates

	y Student Assessment templates

	y Additional phonics resources

	y Access to downloadable Phonics and Comprehension Coaching notes for every title

ORFC Decodables eBooks
Schools that adopt the full ORFC Decodables print series will have whole-school access to eBooks of
all 60 titles.

  Oxford Reading for Comprehension Decodables    1918     oup.com.au/orfcd 
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PHONICS AND COMPREHENSION COACHING

Focus GPCs: oo (zoom), oo (look), ar, or, ur

High-frequency word (decodable): look, for, too

High-frequency word (tricky): my, you

 

A Shark at the Pool

PHONICS FOCUS

COMPREHENSION FOCUS

COMPREHENSION STRATEGY: Infer

THINK ALOUD
What clues in the text help me explain what I am reading?

ACTIVATE PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
Read the title. Ask students:

 • Do you like going to the pool? Who do you usually go with?
 • Where do sharks normally live?

PREDICT
Look at the front cover of A Shark at the Pool with students. Draw attention to the title of the 
book and the image. Ask students to predict what they think the book might be about. Note the 
vocabulary they use in their responses.

Words from the Oxford Wordlist appear in Oxford Reading for Comprehension 
Decodables. For teacher support and guidance on using the Oxford Wordlist with 
this series, visit Oxford Owl.

www.oxfordowl.com.au

Copyright © Oxford University Press 2021

OXFORD LEVEL  3  

GENRE: Fiction

TEXT TYPE: Narrative

AC LINK: Health and PE

THEME: Health and Sport
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MONITOR COMPREHENSION DURING READING
Use the questions below during your guided reading session to develop students’ strategies 
for comprehension, based on the Oxford Comprehension Skills Progression Framework.

Pages 2–3
Who took Max to the pool?

What do you think might be in Nan’s bag?

Pages 4–5
How do you think Nan feels on page 4? Why?

Who did Max see at the pool?

Why has the author placed the text on page 4  
in a bubble?

Pages 6–7
What was the first thing that Max and Nan did once 
they arrived at the pool?

Pages 8–9
What did Max say to Nan on page 8? 

What does ‘Nan took off’ mean?

Pages 10–11
What did Max and Nan do after Max got hoops 
for them? 

Page 12
What is another word that can be used instead 
of ‘hurl’?

Why is the word ‘zoom’ treated differently from all 
the other words?

Page 14
Can you think of another word the author could 
have used instead of ‘shock’? 

PRACTICAL ACTIVITY
This suggested productive task synthesises what students have experienced and understood from 
reading this text.
 • Ask students to retell the story to a partner. See if they can recall the story without looking at 

the book.

MONITOR PHONICS & COMPREHENSION AFTER READING
Ask students to complete the Activity Sheet that accompanies this text to monitor their development of 
phonic and comprehension skills. The Activity Sheet for this text can be found on Oxford Owl.

www.oxfordowl.com.au

Supporting resources for A Shark at the Pool
authored by Erin Ward

ISBN for A Shark at the Pool: 9780190328382
Copyright © Oxford University Press 2021

Finding information

Making connections and 
inferences

Understanding vocabulary

Understanding structure 
and organisation

Appreciating the author’s toolkit

Review the focus GPCs and high-frequency words 
introduced in the text

During reading: Comprehension questions tagged 
to the Comprehension Skills Framework help develop 
students’ comprehension

After reading: Teachers are guided to a practical 
comprehension activity, along with the Phonics & 
Comprehension Activity Sheet to monitor students' 
phonic and comprehension skills after reading 

Identify the comprehension strategy focus

Model the use of the strategy ‘think aloud’

Activate prior knowledge and encourage prediction.
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noise under Mark’s bed?
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Finn was on a tour of 

a ruined castle. As he 

tried to imagine busy 
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years ago, he noticed a 

strange green door …
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ISBN 978-0-19-032874-0
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will the Chens 

choose?
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by Holly Harper

illustrated by Lesley Danson
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Letters and Sounds

Phase 5

Alternative 
pronunciations:
y, ch, g, ey

Alternative spellings: 
/c/, /f/, /v/, /w/, /ow/ 

HFWs:  by, very
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What can you 
see in the 
night sky?

The Night

The Night
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y

The Night Sky
by Vaishali Batra
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pronunciations:
y, ch, g, ey

Alternative spellings:
/c/, /f/, /v/, /w/, /e/, /ow/

HFWs: by, very
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Find out how to 
grow a tomato!
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put, called, could, looked
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Putting on a Show
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Phonic focus: Adjacent
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do park 

helpers do?
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Park
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Phonic focus: adjacent
consonant words 
(CCVCC)

HFWs: children, little, 
one, do, when, what
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When the rain 
starts, what will 

Mum, Zak 
and Kim do?

Shelter

9 780190 328542
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by Vaishali Batra

GetGet
Fit!Fit!

Letters and Sounds

Phase 4

Phonic focus: adjacent
consonants (CCVC)

HFWs:  from, like, some, 
come, there
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Sample blurb text. 

OUP Earlybird font, 

please use the xblurb 

style in the Paragraph 

Styles list that matches 

this title’s Oxford Level. 

9 780190 328528

ISBN 978-0-19-032852-8

How can I get fit?
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Phonic focus: adjacent
consonants (CCVC)

HFWs: from, like some, 
come, there
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OUP Earlybird font, 

please use the xblurb 
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this title’s Oxford Level. 
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Gran, Tess 

and Chester look for 

a spot to camp.

AGood
Spot

by Holly Harper
illustrated by Alex Patrick

by Holly Harper 
illustrated by Alex Patrick

9780190328467
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Letters and Sounds

Phase 4

Phonic focus: adjacent
consonant words (CVCC)

HFWs:  went, it’s, just, 
help, said, so, have, 
were, out
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Sample blurb text. 

OUP Earlybird font, 

please use the xblurb 

style in the Paragraph 

Styles list that 

matches this title’s 

Oxford Level. 

9 780190 328467

ISBN 978-0-19-032846-7

Chimpanzee has 

lost her lunchbox.

The Lost 
Lunchbox
The Lost 
Lunchbox
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Letters and Sounds

Phase 3, Set 7

Phonic focus: y, z, zz, qu

HFWs: he, she
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by Sascha Goddard

I can fix it.
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ISBN 978-0-19-032828-3

I Can

9780190328207

328207_ORFCD_CRKT_OL1+_CVR_6pp.indd      SIZE: 219mm x 19.3 mm    COLOUR: CMYK   SPINE: NA

Cricket

O
X

F
O

R
D

 R
EA

D
IN

G
 F

O
R

 C
O

M
PR

EH
EN

SI
O

N
                   

O
X

F
O

R
D

 R
EA

D
IN

G
 F

O
R

 C
O

M
PR

EH
EN

SI
O

N
                   

H
E

A
LT

H
 A

N
D

 S
P

O
R

T

Letters and Sounds

Phase 2, Set 5

Phonic focus: h, b, f, l, ff, 
ll, ss

HFWs:  of, off, back, big, 
no, go, I

Fully decodable
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Cricket is fun!

9 780190 328207

ISBN 978-0-19-032820-7

9780190328184

O
X

F
O

R
D

 R
EA

D
IN

G
 F

O
R

 C
O

M
PR

EH
EN

SI
O

N
                   

TO
PIC

 N
A

M
E

TO
PIC

 N
A

M
E

PLA
C

E
S

O
X

F
O

R
D

 R
EA

D
IN

G
 F

O
R

 C
O

M
PR

EH
EN

SI
O

N
                   

Letters and Sounds

Phase 2, Set 5

Phonic focus: h, b, f, l, ff, 
ll, ss

HFWs: of, off, back, big, 
no, go, I

Fully decodable

OXFORD LEVEL

FICTION

001+

visit us at: oup.com.au or 
contact customer support: oup.com.au/help

by Carmel Reilly

The bug bus 
is a mess!

9 780190 328184

ISBN 978-0-19-032818-4

The Bug Bus
illustrated by Pauline Reeves
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Letters and Sounds

Phase 2, Set 3

Phonic focus: g, o, c, k

HFWs:  on, can, got, not

Fully decodable
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by Carmel Reilly 

illustrated by Ruth Bennett
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Kim does not 
want to nap!

Nap Time!

97801903281089780190328085
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Letters and Sounds

Phase 2, Set 2

Phonic focus: m, i, d, n

HFWs:  in, is, it, and,
a, dad

Fully decodable

visit us at: oup.com.au or 
contact customer support: oup.com.au/help
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9 780190 328085

ISBN 978-0-19-032808-5

Cook with tins 
and pans.

by Cara Torrance

Tin,
Pan,
 Cook!

328061_ORFC_PTK_OL1+_CVR_6pp      SIZE: 219mm x 19.3 mm    COLOUR: CMYK   SPINE: NA
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Phase 2, Set 2

Phonic focus: m, i, d, n

HFWs:  in, is, it, and,
a, dad

Fully decodable
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contact customer support: oup.com.au/help
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by Karra McFarlane
illustrated by Hannah McCaffery

Pip the Kitten

Pip the kitten 
plays.

9 780190 328061

ISBN 978-0-19-032806-1

9780190328061
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Letters and Sounds

Phase 2, Set 1

Phonic focus: s, a, t, p
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by Joanna Lake

There are jobs 
to do in the 

garden all year.

9 780190 328047

ISBN 978-0-19-032804-7

A Year in 
the Garden

9780190328047
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Letters and Sounds

Phase 2, Set 1

Phonic focus: s, a, t, p
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by Joanna Lake 

illustrated by Genie Espinosa

9 780190 328023

ISBN 978-0-19-032802-3

What is the 
sound the family 

can hear?

What’s That 
Sound?

9780190328023 
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Phase 1

Wordless
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The turnip 
is stuck!

by Joanna Lake
illustrated by Ana Sebastian

9780190327989
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Phase 1

Wordless
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What can you 
see at the zoo?

by Joanna Lake

A Trip to the Zoo

9780190328009
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Letters and Sounds

Phase 3

Phonic focus: ai, ee, 
igh, oa

HFWs: see, was
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Ella sees a 
bee and Dad 

gets mad!

by Holly Harper
illustrated by Liza Lewis

9780190328344
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Letters and Sounds

Phase 3

Phonic focus: ai, ee, 
igh, oa

HFWs: see, was
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See a sheep, 
a duck, and 

a foal! 

9 780190 328368

ISBN 978-0-19-032836-8

I Can See  
a Sheep!

by Cameron Macintosh

9780190328368
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Letters and Sounds

Phase 3

Phonic focus: ow, oi, ear, 
ure, air, er

HFWs:  down, now, they, 
her, all, are

Fully decodable
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by Cara Torrance

It is a 
wet week. 

Rain and Hail

97801903284439780190328382
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Letters and Sounds

Phase 3

Phonic focus: oo, oo, ar, 
or, ur

HFWs:  look, for, too, 
my, you

Fully decodable
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ISBN 978-0-19-032838-2

Max and Nan 
go to the pool.

by Sascha Goddard
illustrated by Gareth Conway

A Shark 
at the Pool

9780190328429

Asha the vet 
visits farms.
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Phonic focus: ow, oi, ear, 
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HFWs:  down, now, they, 
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by Karra McFarlane 
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We dig, chat 
and sing!
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by Holly Harper
illustrated by Kübra Teber
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around the world. 
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style in the Paragraph 
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this title’s Oxford Level. 

by Cameron Macintosh
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this title’s Oxford Level. 
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Matthew has a new pen 
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and he lives in Japan.
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In summer, it 
can get hot.
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Phonic focus: ay, ou, ie, 
ea, oy, ir, ue, aw

HFWs:  about, saw, day, 
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What happens 
when Layla sees 

the blue bird?

Layla
Blue Bird

and the
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OUP Earlybird font, 

please use the xblurb 

style in the Paragraph 

Styles list that matches 

this title’s Oxford Level. 

Will Joe like his 
new home? 

A New Home
by Holly Harper

illustrated by Eva Katinka Bognar

9 780190 328627
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What sort of jobs 
do you do at 

home?
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