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The Oxford Word of the Year elections begin - and here are your 
2025 candidates 

• Oxford University Press has revealed the three words in line to be crowned Oxford 
Word of the Year 2025: Aura Farming, Biohack, and Rage Bait 

• To mark the moment, each word has been turned into a real-life candidate, 
canvassing for your vote on their individual IG profiles 

• The voting opens today until 27th November at https://corp.oup.com/word-of-the-
year/ 

 
UNDER EMBARGO UNTIL 07.00 GMT, MONDAY 24TH NOVEMBER 2025: What do rage 
bait, aura farming, and biohack have in common? They’ve all dominated conversations in 
2025, and now they’re the official contenders for the Oxford Word of the Year.  

This year, for the first time, the shortlisted words have become official candidates that will 
be campaigning for people’s vote - a vote which opens today.  

Each ‘candidate’ will officially hit the campaign trail to win the public vote, canvassing via 
their individual Instagram profiles - [insert handles when confirmed]. With competition 
being fierce this year, manifesto films have been created to capture hearts and comments 
on social feeds, with each candidate sharing why they believe they deserve to be crowned 
Word of the Year.   

From the internet’s rising appetite for rage bait, to the self-obsessed world of aura farming, 
and the everyday normalization of finding ways to biohack your life — the Oxford Word of 
the Year 2025 shortlist reflects how we navigate conflict, identity, and optimization in 2025. 
To bring this to life, a suite of creative collateral — from stickers and leaflets to flyposters — 
will bring an unmistakably election-szn edge, to this years vote.  

The shortlisted words in greater definition are:  

https://corp.oup.com/word-of-the-year/
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• Aura farming n. The cultivation of an impressive, attractive, or charismatic persona 
or public image by behaving or presenting oneself in a way intended subtly to 
convey an air of confidence, coolness, or mystique.  

• Biohack v. To attempt to improve or optimize one's physical or mental 
performance, health, longevity, or wellbeing by altering one's diet, exercise routine, 
or lifestyle, or by using other means such as drugs, supplements, or technological 
devices.  

• Rage bait n. Online content deliberately designed to elicit anger or outrage by being 
frustrating, provocative, or offensive, typically posted in order to increase traffic to 
or engagement with a particular web page or social media account.  

 

Casper Grathwohl, President of Oxford Languages, said: “Each year, the Oxford Word of 
the Year invites us to pause and reflect on the forces shaping our collective language. By 
letting this year’s shortlisted words speak for themselves, we’re shining a spotlight on just 
how influential these concepts have become. We hope the campaign sparks curiosity, 
conversation, and — most importantly — participation. After all, the Word of the Year — 
and language itself — belongs to all of us.”  

Aura Farming was too busy editing photos of their matcha latte to comment, whilst Rage 
Bait’s initial statement was deemed too provocative to include in this release. Biohack 
simply said: “Optimize Your Existence.”  

Voting runs from 24th November - 27th November, with the winning word announced by 
OUP on 1st December. Members of the public can cast their vote at 
https://corp.oup.com/word-of-the-year/ 

 

ENDS 

 
 
  

For press enquiries, or to speak to one of our experts, please contact: 

E: woty@oup.com 

M: +44 7483 841332 

 

About Oxford University Press  
Oxford University Press (OUP) is a department of the University of Oxford. It furthers the 
University's objective of excellence in research, scholarship, and education by publishing 

https://corp.oup.com/word-of-the-year/
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worldwide. OUP is one of the world's largest university presses with a wide global 
presence.  
 
It currently publishes thousands of new publications a year, has offices in around fifty 
countries, and employs approximately 5,000 people worldwide.  
 
It has become familiar to millions through a diverse publishing program that includes 
scholarly works in all academic disciplines, bibles, music, school and college textbooks, 
children's books, materials for teaching English as a foreign language, business books, 
dictionaries and reference books, and academic journals. 
 
About Oxford Languages   
Oxford Languages, part of Oxford University Press, is committed to unlocking the power of 
language for learning and for life.  Our world-class language research programme builds on 
over 150 years of experience and technological innovation to deliver authoritative, 
evidence-based content in more than 50 languages.   
 
From bespoke language datasets to self-service APIs to our flagship Oxford English 
Dictionary, all Oxford Languages content is uniquely curated and delivered by our expert 
team of lexicographers, linguists, and language technologists to the highest of standards.  
We bring this unparalleled expertise to partnerships across the globe as we work with like-
minded innovators to advance learning and communication for future generations.  
Trusted by big tech, academic institutions, and local community initiatives alike, our 
language data is at the forefront of global communication, powering the products, 
research, and projects that are making language knowledge available to all.   
 
 


