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Chapter 12: Deir el-Medina
Group investigation and presentation: Daily life in Deir el-Medina 

In groups of three, investigate one of the following. Prepare a 10-minute presentation for the class.

Choose one of the following formats, or choose your own format by negotiation with your teacher:

(
scripted or unscripted role play 

(
television interview or forum with selected personalities from Deir el-Medina

(
mini-lesson illustrated with relevant written and archaeological sources.
Religion and magic

(
What role did religious belief and practice play in the lives of New Kingdom Egyptians?

(
Which gods did the people of Deir el-Medina worship?

(
How did they worship their gods (e.g., prayers, oracles, rituals, festivals)?
(
What role did magic play in their lives? Find examples.

Love, marriage and sexuality

(
Choose two love poems and explain what they tell us about Egyptian attitudes to love.

(
What evidence do we have about marriage?

(
What can you find out about sexual practices and attitudes to sex?

(
Is there any evidence for prostitution?

Pregnancy, childbirth and motherhood

(
What did the Egyptians of this time know about pregnancy?

(
Which gods were the special patrons of pregnant women?

(
Did Egyptians practise contraception?

(
How did women give birth?  

(
What evidence can you find for mortality rates for mothers and children?

Divorce and the law/property and inheritance

(
Under what circumstances did divorce take place?

(
What legal rights did men and women have?

(
What were the legal arrangements concerning inheritance. What evidence do we have?

Crime and punishment

(
What kinds of crimes were common in Deir el-Medina?

(
What do we know about their law courts?

(
What rights did women have before the law?

(
What punishments were given for particular crimes?

Just for fun: Recreation and entertainment

(
How did the people of Deir el Medina relax and what did they do for leisure?

(
Find scenes of sport and leisure from New Kingdom Egypt.

(
Choose one example of sport or recreation and describe it in detail, using evidence as support.
(
In which leisure activities did wealthy Egyptians engage?

Extension activity

Choose one or more of the following activities.
(
Read one of the following works of Egyptian literature and write a short summary of it:

—
Wisdom literature: The Instruction of Amenemope
—
The tales: The Two Brothers or Horus and Seth
(
Choose a work of historical fiction on New Kingdom Egypt and read it. No writing activity required.
(
Design a crossword using about 15 to 20 key words relating to the topics you have studied above. Enter clues and print out a copy of the crossword and a separate copy of the answers. 

(
Access one of the websites about Deir el-Medina and/or New Kingdom Egypt. Print out a section of the website and write a half to one page evaluation.
Useful resources for these topics
The following resources will be of great use to you as you research your topic more fully. This list is by no means exhaustive: there are many more books you could use. 

The people of Deir el Medina

Bierbrier, M., The Tomb-Builders of the Pharaohs
Lesko, L.H., The People of Deir el-Medina
Romer, J., Ancient Lives: Daily Life in Egypt of the Pharaohs
Women

Robins, G., Women in Ancient Egypt
Tyldesley, J., Daughters of Isis: Women in Ancient Egypt
Watterson, B., Women in Ancient Egypt
Daily life 

Erman, A., Life in Ancient Egypt
James, T.G.H., Pharaoh’s People: Scenes from Life in Imperial Egypt
Janssen R.M & J.C., Growing Up in Ancient Egypt
Strouhal, E., Daily Life in Ancient Egypt
Sexuality

Manniche, L., Sexual Life in Ancient Egypt
Historical fiction

Christian Jacq: the Ramses series: 

Vol 1. The Son of the Light
Vol 2. The Temple of Millions of Years
Vol 3. The Battle of Kadesh
Vol 4. The Lady of Abu Simbel
Vol 5. Under the Western Acacia
Gill, Anton, City of the Horizon (a murder mystery)
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